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August, 2024

Janet Elise Godfrey

Jan Godfrey, former five-time President of the Tallahassee Area Rose Society, Board Member, Rose

Show Chair, and Successful Rose Exhibitor, passed away unexpectedly on July 8, 2024, at the age of

72. Jan was a very sweet person who was beloved to all who knew her. Her creativity and hard work

contributed so much to the Tallahassee Area Rose Society, and made a big difference. Our hearts go
out to her family. She will be greatly missed.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Tallahassee Area Rose Society Meeting — Thursday, August 1, 2024, 5:30 pm

Community Room of the Eastside Leon County Branch Library, 5183 Pedrick Road, Tallahassee
32317

Program: Rose Roundtable, led by LeAnna Willison
Background, Group Discussion of Local Roses

Tallahassee Area Rose Society Meeting — Thursday, September 5, 2024, 5:30 pm

Community Room of the Eastside Leon County Branch Library, 5183 Pedrick Road,
Tallahassee 32317
Program to be presented by Stephanie Cecil, Grounds Manager of the Goodwood
Museum and Gardens

Tallahassee Area Rose Society Meeting — Thursday, October 5, 2024, 5:30 pm

Room B of the Downtown Leon County Library, 200 West Park Avenue, Tallahassee 32301
Program: Heirloom Roses, presented by Art Wade, owner of Rose Petals Nursery

38t Annual Rose Show by the Tallahassee Area Rose Society
Rose Queen of Halloween
Saturday, October 26, 2024, and Sunday, October 27, 2024
Doyle Conner Building — 3125 Conner Boulevard



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Janet Newburgh

All of us were very stunned by the sudden and unexpected passing of our dear friend, Jan Godfrey.
Jan was a dedicated rosarian who loved her roses. Jan and her husband, Tim Holmes, worked hard
for the Tallahassee Area Rose Society, and those efforts are greatly appreciated. | am hoping that we
will be able to dedicate this year’s rose show to Jan’s memory, and to Tim’s dedication.

A local rose society, like the Tallahassee Area Rose Society, aka TARS, can be of great benefit to its
participants in many ways. One benefit of a local rose society is the opportunity that it presents to
learn about, and to share, information about specific rose varieties that do well in our area.

Of course, rose growing conditions vary greatly across the USA, and our area presents some unique
challenges. LeAnna Willison, who grew the Best in Show rose for the 2023 TARS Rose Show, has
organized a program for the August 1 meeting that focuses on the sharing of information by TARS
members about their experiences in growing various rose varieties—identifying which do really well;
which roses might be pretty in the garden but don’t last well as cut flowers; which roses grown locally
are susceptible, or resistant, to common diseases such as blackspot; which are the most damaging
pests to local roses, and how to best deal with rose pests. LeAnna will open the meeting with a brief
introduction/background and pass out a printout of information. Then, everyone as a group will walk
through each topic on the printout and discuss our local roses. Do plan to come to the August 1
meeting and to talk about your own roses—their highs and their lows—and to learn from other local
rose growers.

In addition to sharing information about growing roses under local conditions, TARS can help you find
good local sources of excellent roses. Also attached to this email is a list of roses that are locally
available and that can be ordered for you to pick them up at the August 1 meeting.

TARS members Teresa and Paul Watson are starting a business of selling own-root Florida-grown
roses at the introductory price of $25 each, and the word on the street is that these are healthy,
beautiful plants. Roses that currently are available from Teresa and Paul are the thirteen listed at the
bottom of the list attached to this email (AUSencart through Sally Holmes). To order roses in advance
from Teresa and Paul, contact them via email at watsonsroses@gmail.com, or by phone at 281 653-
6621. They will bring roses that you order to our meeting, and you can pay them at that time. |
already have ordered five!

Roses grafted onto fortuniana rootstock are thought to be very well adapted to our growing
conditions. A good source of fortuniana-grafted roses is KandM Nurseries, located in Buckatunna,
Mississippi. Jim Mills, who owns KandM, participated in the recent Rose Grower’s Forum held here in
Tallahassee, and he brought along a good number of fortuniana-grafted roses to sell. Well over half of
those were sold that day. | scooped up the remaining ones and plan to make them available here in
Tallahassee, for $25 each. These roses from KandM are the top group (Angel Face through Winter
Sun) on the attached list. If you would like to purchase one of the roses that | obtained from KandM,
please email me your request to me at JanNewburgh@gmail.com, or call me at 240 281-4352, and |
will bring them to the September 1 meeting.

TARS meetings also are a great time for camaraderie with like-minded people. To help this, | will bring
bottled water and a few light snacks for sharing. You are welcome to bring other bottled drinks (non-
alcoholic, of course!) that you might prefer. Snacks for sharing are always welcome.


mailto:JanNewburgh@gmail.com

We have exciting things planned for TARS for the coming months, and | hope that you will be with us.
The highlight of the year will be the annual rose show, this year scheduled for October 26-27. The
theme will be Rose Queen of Halloween. This show name was proposed by Jan Godfrey, who just
passed away. We hope that you will join in the fun, as an exhibitor of live roses, of arrangements, of
rose photographs, or all of these categories. We also will need a lot of help with rose show logistics,
from setup on Friday, October 25, during the show, and through take-down on Sunday afternoon,
October 27. You can even come in costume! | hope that you’ll work with us to make this show the
best ever.

TARS BOARD AND OFFICERS

President — Janet Newburgh — JanNewburgh@gmail.com

Vice-President — Cheryl Gifford — Giffgarden@gmail.com

Secretary — Teresa Watson — WatsonTeresa@gmail.com

Treasurer — Gerard Nimis — GerardNimis@agmail.com

Board Member — Marion Nimis — Marion@statistix.com

Board Member — Nicole Balanoff — Nicole.balanoff@gmail.com

Board Member — Vacant

TARS CONTACTS

Meeting Coordinator — Martha Dooley — DooleyMB@icloud.com

Programs — LeAnna Willison — Aylabiology@gmail.com

Social Media — Ginger Benjamin — Ginger_Sells@yahoo.com

Rose Show — Janet Newburgh — JanNewburgh@gmail.com

Cheryl Gifford — Giffgarden@gmail.com

Website — Gerard Nimis — GerardNimis@agmail.com

Disclaimer: While the information and recommendations herein are believed to be correct and
accurate, neither the authors, editor nor the Tallahassee Area Rose Society can accept responsibility
for errors or omissions that may be made. The Society makes no warranty expressed or implied with

respect to the material herein.
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