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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Tallahassee Area Rose Society Meeting – Thursday, September 5, 2024, 5:30 pm 

Community Room of the Eastside Leon County Branch Library, 5183 Pedrick Road, 

Tallahassee 32317 

Program to be presented by Dr. LeAnna Willison 

Companion Plants for Roses 

 

The presentation by Stephanie Cecil, Grounds Manager of the Goodwood Museum and 

Gardens, has been postponed until January 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Tallahassee Area Rose Society Meeting – Thursday, October 5, 2024, 5:30 pm 

Room B of the Downtown Leon County Library, 200 West Park Avenue, Tallahassee 32301  

Program:  Heirloom Roses, presented by Art Wade, owner of Rose Petals Nursery 

Please note the change in meeting location! 

 

Deep South District/Gainesville Rose Society/Marion County Rose Society Fall 

Convention 

Best Western-Gateway Grand Hotel Conference Center 

October 11-13, 2024 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

38th Annual Rose Show by the Tallahassee Area Rose Society 

Rose Queen of Halloween 

Saturday, October 26, 2024, and Sunday, October 27, 2024 

Doyle Conner Building – 3125 Conner Boulevard 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tallahassee Area Rose Society Meeting – Thursday, November 7, 2024 

A Celebration of Roses! 

Bruce J. Host Northeast Branch Library, 5513 Thomasville Road, Tallahassee 

Please note the change in meeting location! 



 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

By Janet Newburgh 

Wow, the summer has flown by, kids are already in school, and the temperatures are cooling ever so slightly. I acquired 

quite a few new roses during the summer, and am gradually getting them into the ground. Many of my new roses were 

purchased from Jim Mills of K&M Nursery when he was here for the July Rose Grower’s Forum with the hope that some 

local people might be interested in them, but it seems that everyone already has the roses that they need. Other roses 

came from Paul and Teresa’s, and still others from Nelson’s Southern Roses—what a wealth of beautiful flowers! 

The main delay in my getting my roses in the ground has been the need to plan. In the center of my main garden, which 

is now surrounded by a tall fence to keep out the large herd of neighborhood deer, there had been a sparkleberry tree.  

Sparkleberry is a Florida-native understory tree that I found fifteen years ago growing among the slash pines that had 

been planted commercially on our property when it was still owned by the St. Joe Paper Company. The pines near the 

house were removed during construction of our home, but we preserved the little sparkleberry, surrounding it with 

shade-loving ferns, aspidistra, and camellias. Over the last couple of years, the little tree had been slowly declining. 

Perhaps it missed the sheltering pines. The May tornado and Hurricane Debby finished it off. The sparkleberry’s demise 

left a large, sunny area in the middle of the garden that seems to be inviting roses! The big challenge now is to develop 

the best garden design for that new open space. Another big question is whether the many camellias that have been 

growing happily nearby will be able to tolerate the now-greater sun exposure.  

Along with the changing seasons are new rose-related activities. October 11-13 will be the Deep South District Fall 

Conference and Rose Show in Gainesville. I have been attending this conference the last few years, but I seldom see 

anyone from the Tallahassee area. This is unfortunate, because this conference always offers an interesting workshop 

(this October, it’s on photography), educational presentations, a rose show, and the chance to meet many new like-

minded rosarians from Georgia, Alabama, and elsewhere in Florida. I hope that you’ll look into attending this really nice 

annual conference that is easily accessible from Tallahassee. 

Then, just two weeks after the Deep South District Fall Conference, TARS will hold its annual rose show, at the Conner 

Center. This is TARS’ main community outreach activity. This year’s theme is: Rose Queen of Halloween, and the goal is 

to not only see beautiful roses but also to have fun! The show will include many varieties of live, cut roses, along with 

photographs of roses and arrangements featuring roses. I hope that you will think about making one or more entries, 

that you’ll volunteer to help in this major effort, and that you’ll come to the show!  

As the calendar year is winding down, we need to be thinking of the election of TARS officers and board members. 

Election for 2025 is supposed to take place at the November meeting. This is my third year of service as TARS President, 

and it’s time for me to step aside and pass the baton to the next President. There also is an open position on the board, 

due to the untimely passing of our beloved Jan Godfrey. We hope that you’ll give some thought to assuming a 

leadership position in TARS. 

And finally, the TARS Officers and Board will be considering candidates for the Bronze Medal for Outstanding Service to 

the Society. This is a lifetime award that can be received only once. Elsewhere in this newsletter is a list of previous 

Bronze Awardees. To be considered for the Bronze award, a person must be a member of the American Rose Society 

and of our local Society for at least three (3) years. You can submit the names of others for this award, or you can submit 

your own name to the TARS Officers and Board members, who select the recipient.  

Above all, I hope that you are enjoying your roses, and the camaraderie of others captivated by these beautiful flowers 

with wide-ranging characteristics. 

Janet 

 



 

 

Rose Round Table Write Up 

from the Group Discussion at the August 1, 2024 Meeting 

Compiled by Dr. LeAnna Willison  

This Write Up compiles comments made during the group discussion at the August 1, 2024, Meeting about 

members’ experiences with different rose varieties grown in our area. You may find this information useful 

when picking your next rose! 

Best bloomer - blooms the longest, consistently puts out blooms, and the booms last the longest on the bush: 

- Darlow’s Enigma, Purple Prince, Sally Holmes, Cherry Garland (Teresa Watson) 

- Cherry Garland, Belinda’s Dream, Quietness (Paul Watson) 

- He is Risen, Pope John Paul II, Belinda’s Dream (Frankie England) 

- Mr. Lincoln and Old English roses in general (Don Ledbury) 

-Julia Child and Don Juan (Janet Newburgh)  

-Clotilde Soupert and Louis Philippe (Mary Lou)  

-Veteran’s Honor and Peggy Martin (Cheryl) 

-Cherry Parfait and Life of the Party (LeAnna) 

 

 

Best once-blooming rose: 

-none (Paul Watson) 

- Pink Heirloom (Janet Newburgh) 

-Peggy Martin and Chestnut rose (Mary Lou) 

-Lady Banks and Peggy Martin (Cheryl)  

 

Best cut blooms - those that do not shatter easily so can be used for arrangements, or last longest for rose 

shows: 

-Charlene of Demonico and Lyda Rose (Teresa Watson) 

- Helga’s Quest and Pope John Paul II (Paul Watson) 

-Tiffany, Hot Cocoa, Just Joey (Frankie England) 

-Mr Lincoln (Don Ledbury) 

-Baronne Henriette de Snoy and Anna Olivier (Mary Lou) 

-Veterans Honor and Mrs. B.R. Cant (Cheryl)  

-Green Romantica, Beverly, Life of the Party (LeAnna) 

 

Worst cut blooms - those that shatter easily: 

-Bolero and Granada (Teresa Watson)  

-Maurice Utrillo (Frankie England) 

-Arizona (Don Ledbury) 

-Louis Philippe and Bolero (Janet Newburgh) 

-Louis Philippe (Mary Lou) 

-Jude the Obscure (Nicole) 



-Louise Philippe and most old garden roses (Cheryl)  

-Charles Darwin (LeAnna) 

 

 

Most susceptible to fungi, such as blackspot: 

-Weeks Roses (Paul Watson) 

-Maurice Urtillo and Dawn Breaker (Frankie England) 

-Mr Lincoln (Cheryl) 

-David Austin roses like Evelyn and Charles Darwin (LeAnna)  

-Honey Dijion (LeAnna) 

 

 

Least susceptible to fungi, such as blackspot: 

-Winter Sun, Distant Drums, and Quietness (Paul Watson)  

-He is Risen (Frankie England) 

-Louise Philippe and Rouletti (Janet Newburgh) 

-Clotilde Soupert (Mary Lou) 

-Georgetown T (Cheryl)  

-Seafoam and Beverly (LeAnna) 

 

What pests plague your roses and how do you treat? 

-Chili thrips (Frankie England) 

-Deer (Don Ledbury) 

-Some treat black spot with BioAdvanced All-in-One Rose (LeAnna) and Flower Care or Captain Jack’s 

-Some fertilize with Espoma Organic Rose-tone or Miracle grow 

-Sawfly (Paul) 

-Stink bugs, bag worm caterpillar, and Georgia Thumper (Cheryl) 

- Hoplia beetles (LeAnna) 

 

Most disease resistant rose: 

-Belinda’s Dream and Darlow’s Enigma (Teresa Watson)  

-Seafoam (LeAnna) 

 

Least disease resistant rose: 

-Evelyn (LeAnna) 

- 

 

Blooms that are affected by high heat/humidity - what bloom looks different here than on advertisements? 

-Distant Drums (Paul Watson) 

-Spiced Coffee (LeAnna) 

-Mint Julep (LeAnna) 

 

Your favorite rose: 

-Mr Lincoln (Don Ledbury) 

-Earth Angel (LeAnna) 



 

 

General Garden Characteristics: 

Teresa has sandy soil. 

Paul grows roses in the ground and in containers. He has set up an auto irrigation system. 

Frankie grown half in raised beds and half in the ground with low acidic soil. 

Don has mainly clay soil that is soggy.  

Janet has very sandy soil. 

LeAnna grows in raised beds and containers. 

Mary Lou grows in large pots close to the house to prevent damage by deer. 

 

  

Consulting Rosarian Report 

PREPARING FOR THE OCTOBER ROSE SHOW  

By Janet Newburgh 

We’re busy getting ready for the Tallahassee Area Rose Show on October 26-27. This year’s theme is Rose Queen of 

Halloween, and I hope that you are prepping your roses so that they’ll be beautiful at that time. Below are a few things 

that you might want to consider for good rose care this time of year, and to help your roses to be at their peak near the 

end of October. 

Temperature and Water: We are nearing the end of the hottest time of the year. Temperatures show signs of 

moderating, and our roses are beginning to look a little better. Roses generally aren’t very happy when the 

temperatures are above about 90 degrees, but lower temperatures are on the way.  

As of this writing, rainfall has been very spotty and sporadic, with some areas receiving deluges while others get nary a 

drop. It’s important to make sure that your roses get enough water, especially while the temperatures are still in or near 

the 90s. Roses should receive about an inch of rain each week (perhaps more if your soil is as sandy as mine), and so if it 

hasn’t rained in your garden for a few days, it’s important to check the moisture situation for your roses. The best way 

to do this is to dig lightly in the soil around your roses. If the soil feels and looks damp, then your roses are probably 

okay. But if the soil is dry and buds are drooping, then watering is in order. If you use overhead irrigation, it’s generally 

best to water your roses early in the day, to give the tops time to dry before nightfall. Research has found that black 

spot, a frequent rose disease in our warm, humid climate, can develop when water remains on plant leaves and stems 

for least six hours, so plan your watering schedule accordingly.  

Pruning and Deadheading: It’s very important to remove spent blossoms, especially those that still have petals on them. 

Dead blossoms can be magnets for fungal diseases, such as botrytis, so take a few minutes to visit your rose garden and 

to prune dead blossoms down to at least the first set of five leaflets. You probably also should take this opportunity to 

open up your rose plant a bit by pruning out inward-growing branches, to give the bush a shape more like a vase and to 

enhance air flow through the plant. This again helps to minimize fungal problems. As you prune, think about grooming 

your plant to encourage the growth of nice, long stems for your roses that will show well.  

Preventing Insect Damage: It’s important to keep an eye on possible insect damage to your beautiful roses. Does the 

overall plant look healthy? Do you find insects making mischief in your roses? If you see a critter doing damage, the first 

thing that you might consider is an approach used by a Master Rosarian, expert shower of beautiful roses, and 

entomologist named Baldomero Villegas, which is to simply “squish” the offending insect. If you don’t like squishing, you 

can use your pruner to dispatch the offender, or do spot spraying. You can, of course, spray the entire plant if you feel 

comfortable doing that, but this approach risks harming beneficial insects as well. Glenn Schulman, a Master Rosarian 



whose roses frequently win Queen of Show, sometimes puts little mesh bags over the buds that he wants to protect for 

showing. 

Disease Control: As noted above, good cultivation techniques, proper watering, and cleaning up diseased plant 

materials from the garden go a long way to controlling diseases. If you still have problems, you might want to consider 

occasionally spraying with an antifungal agent, alternating the agent frequently to keep the fungi from building up 

resistance to the spray. Or you might use to us a systemic product, such as BioAdvanced All-In-One. This product comes 

in liquid or granular forms and is very easy to apply to your roses.  

Feeding your Roses: Roses are heavy feeders! A variety of fertilizers, both organic and inorganic, are widely available. 

The appearance of your roses, especially the leaves, can give you a lot of information about their nutritional status. 

More information about rose nutrition will be provided in future TARS meetings. The BioAdvanced All-In-One product 

mentioned above contains nutrients for your roses, and you might want to supplement that with a fertilizer such as 

Rose-tone Organic.  

We’ll be talking more about all of these topics in further depth at future TARS meetings. Meanwhile, it is very important 

to read the labels for all products that you use, and follow those directions for the safety of everyone—plants, 

animals, and yourself! Meanwhile, good luck to you and your roses at the show! 

 

TARS BOARD AND OFFICERS 

President – Janet Newburgh – JanNewburgh@gmail.com 

Vice-President – Cheryl Gifford – Giffgarden@gmail.com 

Secretary – Teresa Watson – WatsonTeresa@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Gerard Nimis – GerardNimis@gmail.com 

Board Member – Marion Nimis – Marion@statistix.com 

Board Member – Nicole Balanoff – Nicole.balanoff@gmail.com 

Board Member – Vacant 

 

TARS CONTACTS 

Meeting Coordinator – Martha Dooley – DooleyMB@icloud.com 

Programs – LeAnna Willison – Aylabiology@gmail.com 

Social Media – Ginger Benjamin – Ginger_Sells@yahoo.com 

Rose Show – Cheryl Gifford – Giffgarden@gmail.com 

Tim Holmes – Tim.Holmes@tds.net 

Website – Gerard Nimis – GerardNimis@gmail.com 

 

Disclaimer: While the information and recommendations herein are believed to be correct and 

accurate, neither the authors, editor nor the Tallahassee Area Rose Society can accept responsibility 

for errors or omissions that may be made. The Society makes no warranty expressed or implied with 

respect to the material herein. 
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TALLAHASSEE AREA ROSE SOCIETY BRONZE MEDAL RECIPIENTS 

1993 Anna Price 

1994 Bill and Mary Maud Sharpe 

1995 William T. Kerber 

1996 Margaret Donaldson 

1997 Sam Cunningham 

1998 Stuart C. Smith 

1999 No Award 

2000 Vasta Yarbrough 

2001 Jim Myers 

2002 Joe Dawsey 

2003 Oline Reynolds 

2004 Hank Rosen 

2005 Sylvester and Martha Jean Woodward 

2006 William E. Price 

2007 Nell Cunningham 

2008 Bill Dority 

2009 Lennie Kennedy 

2010 Rick Thomas 

2011 Jim and Martha Dooley 

2012 Frank Parker 

2013 No Award 

2014 Pat Stanford 

2015 Robert Schelhorn 

2016 John Sullivan 

2017 Montine Herring 

2018 Gerard and Marion Nimis 

2019 Ann Stevens 

2020 Seymour Rosen 

2021 Janet Newburgh 

2022 Janet Godfrey  

2023 No Award 

 


