TARS NNOTES

From the Tallahassee Area Rose Society
Affiliated with the American Rose Society

October, 2024

UPCOMING EVENTS
Tallahassee Area Rose Society Meeting — Thursday, October 3, 2024, 5:30 pm

Room B of the Downtown Leon County Library, 200 West Park Avenue, Tallahassee 32301
Program: Heirloom Roses, presented by Art Wade, owner of Rose Petals Nursery
Please note the change in meeting location!

Deep South District/Gainesville Rose Society/Marion County Rose Society Fall
Convention
Best Western-Gateway Grand Hotel Conference Center
October 11-13, 2024

38" Annual Rose Show by the Tallahassee Area Rose Society
Rose Queen of Halloween
Show Setup on Friday, October 25, 2024
Show on Saturday, October 26, 2024, and Sunday, October 27, 2024
Doyle Conner Building — 3125 Conner Boulevard

Tallahassee Area Rose Society Meeting — Thursday, November 7, 2024
A Celebration of Roses!
Bruce J. Host Northeast Branch Library, 5513 Thomasville Road, Tallahassee
Please note the change in meeting location!



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Janet Newburgh

October, 2024

Many thanks go to all who are helping the Tallahassee Area Rose Society (TARS) to continue to serve local
rose-lovers. Vice President Cheryl Gifford stepped forward very capably and enthusiastically to run the
September meeting when | had to take care of family affairs related to my husband’s recent passing and his
memorial service the next day. Thank you so much, Cheryl.

LeAnna Willison has done a terrific job planning, coordinating, and presenting programs for our TARS
meetings. She herself made the presentations at the August and September meetings. | enjoyed her
presentation at the August meeting, and | wish | could have been there for the September meeting to learn
more about companion plants for our roses.

LeAnna has also arranged for Art Wade of Rose Petals Nursery to come to our October 3™ TARS meeting and
to make a presentation. This will be held in Meeting Room B of the LeRoy Collins Leon County Public Library,
located downtown at 200 West Park Avenue, Tallahassee 32301, starting at 5:30 pm. Art and his wife Cydney
own Rose Petals Nursery in Newberry, and they specialize in Heritage Roses, including Old Garden Roses,
Antique Roses, Species Roses, and “Found” Roses. These include all types of beautiful roses that have
withstood the test of time, often surviving on their own without the benefit of chemical fertilizers or sprays.
Art’s talk is particularly timely in view of the newly added class and perpetual trophy for our show of “Found”
Roses, which was set up to honor our late friend and colleague, Jan Godfrey. | am sure that Art will teach us all
a lot about these special roses, particularly at this time when many of us are trying to grow roses in a more
environmentally friendly manner. If you are interested purchasing Heritage roses from Art, you might contact
Rose Petals Nursery through their website.

Elsewhere in this newsletter, you will find a very nice article by Consulting Rosarian John Sullivan on Rose
Diseases, Pests and Controls. This article contains a lot of very practical information and helpful links about
some common diseases and pests in our area that often can be managed without the use of chemicals.

We are now in countdown mode for our annual rose show, which is just a month away. This year’s show title
is Rose Queen of Halloween, and it is dedicated to Jan Godfrey’s memory. Cheryl Gifford and Tim Holmes are
carrying the major load of preparing for the show, which will be the last weekend in October at the Conner
Center, the same place where the show has been held for the last several years. This major undertaking is our
main community outreach event, and we hope that you will be a part of it. Setup for the show will begin at
1:00 pm on Friday, October 25. We will need plenty of help that day because we have only a few hours to get
everything set up. Saturday, October 26, will be the big day for the show, starting at 6:00 am when exhibitors
begin to come to prepare their roses and arrangements, followed by the judging, and then opening the show
to the public. The show will open to the public again at noon on Sunday, October 27. Closing time is 4:00 pm
that day, and lots of hands will be needed then to take everything down and stow the equipment back in our
storage locker. There always are beautiful roses to give away to those who help at cleanup time. | hope
everyone pitches in to help in the show effort, whenever and however you can.

| also would like to bring your attention to the Deep South District Fall Conference and Rose Show in
Gainesville on October 11-13. The Conference will start on Friday afternoon, October 11, with a workshop on
Photography, followed by a session on Chemical Safety. Saturday, October 12, will include a rose show, and



conference attendees are invited to participate. Saturday also will include several great presentations on rose-
related and rose society-related topics, a social time, and an evening awards banquet. For Sunday, October 13,
drive-yourself tours are planned to visit the Kanapaha Botanical Garden, the Butterfly Rainforest at the
University of Florida, and Ralph and Jean Stream’s Rose Garden in Micanopy.

| have been attending these conferences for the last few years. | never want to miss them, and | hope you’ll
consider attending. For more information, visit the Deep South District of the American Rose Society and look
under DSD Events.

| look forward to seeing you at our October 3™ meeting, and at our show the last weekend in October.

Janet

Minutes of the September 5 TARS Meeting
By Teresa Watson
Date: Sept. 5, 2024
Place: Pedrick Library
Called to order: 5:57 PM; Meeting Ended: 6:55 PM

12 members attended the meeting.

Program: Companion Plants for Roses by Leanna Willison
LeAnna made a great presentation on companion plants presented by color.
Pollinators: Agastache, Coreopsus, Sweet Alyssum

These repel pests: Sage, Basil, Cat Mint, Marigold, Sweet Alyssum

Business Meeting:
[0 Next meeting: Speaker from Heirloom Roses

e Date: Oct 3, 2024, at the Main Library

Rose Show 2024:

[0 Theme: Rose Queen of Halloween

J Date Set: October 26-27

(1 Please come help setup for the show Friday October 25

[ Posters are being printed and will be handed to members at the next

meeting for them to distribute.



Upcoming Events

[0 Oct. 11 Deep South District Rose Convention and Show in Gainesville
o Photo Workshop
o Building computer communications for societies.

[0 Nov 7 Meeting to be held at the Bruce J Host Northeast Branch Library (5513 Thomasville Rd)

Consulting Rosarian Report
ROSE DISEASES, PESTS AND CONTROLS
By John Sullivan

There are a few common diseases and pests in our area that can be easily identified and sometimes controlled without
chemicals.

Rose thrips can be identified by the damage they cause to rose leaves or buds. They are small (2mm long) sucking
insects, that cause puckering of leaves or bronzing of buds. Flowers open with brown “burned” edges and wilt quickly.
Sometimes the insects may be spotted by opening the center of blooms of light-colored roses and finding active,
commonly black, bugs moving rapidly. You can buy yellow sticky cards that you hang near the affected area to trap
insects for identification. If you are still not sure, take the trapped insects on cards in a Ziploc bag or recycled plastic tub
to a rosarian or county ag office. You can buy pirate bugs (Orius insidiosis) who love to eat thrips but will not harm roses.
You may be able to get these online for around $50/500 bugs — cheap per bug but expensive by weight. They will
reproduce and also eat aphids, mites and caterpillars. (have not tried, maybe share an order) Ladybugs are great for
aphid control and cheaper.

Blind shoots are new rose stems that do not form buds. This is caused by rose midges that lay eggs in the emerging
growth which mature and then feed on the juicy new growth. Buds may be misshapen at an early stage or entirely
missing. Trim back to the 5 leaf level. Remove mulch from affected roses where the midge pupae are maturing. One way
to control introduction of midges is washing the roots removing any soil from bare root roses before planting.

Ghost spots on rose flowers show as small dark pink spots on white roses or whitish spots on darker roses. They may be
caused by several fungi. Instead of attacking the fungi, prune the rose to increase air circulation and avoid watering the
leaves as much as possible. Fungi will most often show after frequent and heavy rains. Remove the flowers as soon as
you spot the spots.

If you spot small/medium/full-sized flower buds turning dry and grey while failing to open, you probably have blossom
rot from the fungus (Botrytis cinerea). This is more common after heavy or frequent rain. Remove the damaged flowers
or buds and trim back to the 5 leaf level of stems. Avoid watering leaves and prune to enable better air movement.

Bacillus thuringiensis is a useful common biologic control used for plant pests. There are different strains bred for
particular pests. BTK is for caterpillars. BTl is for fly control. BTG is for beetle control.

For videos on diseases, pruning, growing roses, look for Fraser Valley Rose Farm on You Tube. Jason tries to use organic
controls wherever possible. On the internet search the U of F extension service or IFAS for information on
insect/fungus/bacteria or University of Missouri Integrated Pest Management on youtube (www.youtube/@MUIPM.
My favorite publication is Dr Gary Ritchie’s book “The Rose Doctor”, a non-banned book, with plenty of useful pictures
that will help you identify your rose problems. Dr Ritchie writes in the ARS bimonthly magazine.



http://www.youtube/@MUIPM

TARS BOARD AND OFFICERS

President — Janet Newburgh — JanNewburgh@gmail.com

Vice-President — Cheryl Gifford — Giffgarden@gmail.com

Secretary — Teresa Watson — WatsonTeresa@gmail.com

Treasurer — Gerard Nimis — GerardNimis@gmail.com

Board Member — Marion Nimis — Marion@statistix.com

Board Member — Nicole Balanoff — Nicole.balanoff@gmail.com

Board Member — Vacant

TARS CONTACTS

Meeting Coordinator — Martha Dooley — DooleyMB@icloud.com

Programs — LeAnna Willison — Aylabiology@gmail.com

Social Media — Ginger Benjamin — Ginger_Sells@yahoo.com

Rose Show — Cheryl Gifford — Giffgarden@gmail.com

Tim Holmes — Tim.Holmes@tds.net

Website — Gerard Nimis — GerardNimis@gmail.com

Disclaimer: While the information and recommendations herein are believed to be correct and
accurate, neither the authors, editor nor the Tallahassee Area Rose Society can accept responsibility
for errors or omissions that may be made. The Society makes no warranty expressed or implied with

respect to the material herein.
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