
TARS NOTES  
From the Tallahassee Area Rose Society 

Affiliated with the American Rose Society 

November, 2024 

IMPORTANT NOTICE! 

Someone is sending emails to our members pretending to be me, and asking for help or 

money. These messages are not coming from me! I never ask for money over the internet. If 

you have any question about a message that supposedly came from me, first and above all, 

please check directly with me and whether it came from my own email.  

 

It's time to pay your Tallahassee Area Rose Society  

Membership Dues for 2025 

Annual dues remain at only $15 for an individual membership 

Or $20 for a Joint Membership 

Add $10 if you want a copy of the newsletter mailed to you via the US Postal Service 

You can pay your dues at the meeting or mail them to the address  

given on the Membership Form 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Tallahassee Area Rose Society Meeting – Thursday, November 7, 2024 

A Celebration of Roses! 

Bruce J. Host Northeast Branch Library, 5513 Thomasville Road, Tallahassee 

Meeting Room in the Library. Look for the Tallahassee Area Rose Society sign  

to find the meeting. 

PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE IN MEETING LOCATION! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tallahassee Area Rose Society Holiday Party 

Sunday, December 8, 2024 

Home of Marion and Gerard Nimis 

Contributions of Food Dishes to Share are Welcomed 

Address will be sent out shortly before the Party. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tallahassee Area Rose Society Meeting – Thursday, January 2, 2025, 5:30 pm 

Community Room of the Eastside Branch Library 

1583 Pedrick Road, Tallahassee 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

By Janet Newburgh 

November, 2024 

The Tallahassee Area Rose Society’s show for 2024 is now history, and what a show it was! The 

show’s theme was Rose Queen of Halloween, based on the closeness of the show date to 

Halloween, and it was dedicated to Past President and Show Chair Jan Godfrey, who passed away 

unexpectedly in July. There were more exhibitors and spectators at this year’s show than in recent 

years. At least a couple of the exhibitors had not previously participated in rose shows. and there 

were ample signs that we could anticipate even more entries in 2025. 

Rose shows always require a lot of work, and I will forever be grateful to all who worked toward the 

show’s success. Show Chairs Cheryl Gifford and Tim Holmes did the lion’s share of getting everything 

ready for the show, and running the show itself. They spent many, many hours designing and 

developing a poster promoting the show, the show schedule, making that we had everything that was 

needed for the show, recruiting key people, planning the awards, and even designing and procuring a 

new award to honor our dear, late friend, Jan. 

I am extremely grateful to the crew that did the physically heavy lifting to set up the show--

transporting tables, display items, awards, table cloths, containers for displaying the roses, and the 

myriad of items needed to put on a good rose show. This crew included Ed Gifford, Gerard Nimis, 

Juan Cardenas, Cheryl Gifford, Frankie England, Frankie’s friend Lisa Gagliardi, Montine Herring, 

Martha Dooley, and no doubt others whom I’m missing here. Most of these folks rallied again after the 

show ended on Sunday afternoon to take everything down, clean up everything, and to put things 

back into storage.  

Saturday was the main show day, and it started early, with Cheryl Gifford there by 6:00 am to open 

the doors for early-rising exhibitors. As entries were prepared, they were taken to a table managed by 

John Sullivan, who placed them in their proper locations for judging.  

Six judges were recruited to judge the show entries. Judges from Georgia included Montine Herring 

from Whigham, Joanne Maxheimer from Thomasville, Bobbie Reed from Lawrenceville, and Cathy 



Farmer from Woodstock. Judge Jill Haisten came from Montgomery, Alabama. And Judge Kelley 

Fitzgerald came from Atlantic Beach, Florida. Another six people worked effectively with the judges as 

clerks as the entries were judged. The clerk team was organized by Martha Dooley, and it also 

included John Sullivan, Leanna Willison, Mary Lou Chenevert, Frankie England, and Juan Cardenas. 

As entries were judged, winners were tallied by Amy Beaven, and yours truly completed the 

certificates. 

By my informal tally, we had sixty-one horticultural entries, many of which included several roses; six 

arrangement entries, and thirty-one photographs! Many different kinds of roses were celebrated at the 

show, ranging from classic hybrid teas, floribundas, heirloom roses, shrub roses, a few miniature and 

miniflora roses, and an entry of “Found” roses that earned the new Jan Godfrey Perpetual Award. 

Just like the Army, this rose show ran on its stomach! Since the judges generally have to get up very 

early to travel to the show, the Tallahassee Area Rose Society always makes it a point to provide a 

nourishing brunch for them a few minutes before judging begins. Martha Dooley provided a 

delectable breakfast casserole (all of us want that recipe!) that was supplemented with fresh fruit, 

orange juice, and coffee. After judging was completed at around noon, all judges, show workers, and 

exhibitors were treated to a wonderful lunch prepared by Marion and Gerard Nimis and by Frankie 

England.  

The show was open to the public both Saturday and Sunday afternoons. A nice number of spectators 

came to see the rose exhibits, in response to a lovely article by Pat Stanford in the Tallahassee 

Democrat and to posters and publicity that were distributed by TARS members in the days prior to the 

show. It was fun to greet these people, to share information about the roses, arrangements, and 

photographs, and to hear their enthusiasm about participating in future rose shows. 

I want to thank everyone who worked hard to make this a lovely show. I no doubt am missing some 

key contributors here. If I missed you or yours, please accept my apologies and let me know so that I 

can thank you personally.  

At our November 7th meeting at the Northeast Library located at 5513 Thomasville Road, we’ll 

celebrate the winners, explore what went well at the show, and talk about what should be changed for 

the future. And at the holiday party in December, we will continue our celebration of the show and for 

the rest of what has been a good year. That holiday party is scheduled for Sunday, December 8, 

starting at 3:00 pm in the beautiful lakeside home of Marion and Gerard Nimis. We’ll send you the 

Nimis’ address closer to the party date. I hope to see you soon, both at the meeting on November 7th 

and at the party on December 8th. 

Janet  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Minutes of the TARS October Meeting -  Oct 3, 2024 

By Teresa Watson 

 Location:  Main Library  

Meeting Started: 5:45 PM  

Members present: 14 Guests: 0 (not including speaker)  

  

Speaker: Art Wade of Rose Petals Nursery Heirloom Roses (Newbury, Florida)  



  Program Started 5:50 PM  

Difference between climbers and shrubs?  Shrub does not require support; climbers 

need to be supported to thrive.  

Discussion on Old Garden Roses, Antique Roses, and Species Roses  

He donated roses for the door prizes; winners were Paul Watson and Cheryl Gifford  

  Program Ended 6:52 PM  

Business meeting:  

Mini Greenhouse giveaway:  winners, Marion, Gale and Janet.  

Janet has procured pens for the Rose Show  

Members are requested to post flyers on the rose show at local garden centers and places that will 

allow posters to be put up.  

ROSE QUEEN OF HALLOWEEN (Oct 26-27):  

We need everyone that can to help set up Oct 25 starting at 1PM, we need tables setup and 

arranged, table clothes put on tables, decorations placed, vases filled with water etc.  A lot of 

work to get done, please come lend a hand.  

Zoom meeting held Oct 17 at 7PM.  Discussion on who is picking up supplies and what 

supplies are still needed.  Prizes are covered. Publicity is the biggest need at this point, so tell 

everyone you know about the Rose Show.  

Please take photos at the show to share.  Send to Janet after the show.  

NEXT Meeting:   

November 7 @ 5:30PM for socializing, 6:00 for meeting  

Location: Bruce J Host (NE Branch Library), 5513 Thomasville Rd   

Agenda:  Discussion on what worked and did not work at the rose show, what improvements 

can be made.  Slide show with photos.  

December Meeting will be a Christmas Party at the Nimis’ Home on December 8 @ 3PM.   

Upcoming Consulting Rosarian School in Jul 2025.  

Upcoming Judging School coming up at end of June beginning of July time frame.  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Consulting Rosarian Report 

NOVEMBER ROSE CARE  

By Janet Newburgh 

With the moderate weather this time of year, my roses are doing pretty well, but they most definitely benefit 

from a bit of attention. As of this writing, we have had essentially no rain for several weeks, so regular watering 

is crucial for the survival of your roses, particularly if your plants are in pots or planted in soil that is very sandy 



like mine. The best way to determine whether watering is needed is to gently dig down a couple of inches into 

the soil to see if it is moist or dry.  

Water judiciously, though, and don’t over-water. If water sits on leaves, stems, or flowers for as long as six 

hours, this can lead to fungal problems such as black spot and botrytis. Prevention is most certainly the best 

medicine; prevention of fungal diseases is much better than trying to cure them once they become established. 

Watering should be done early enough in the day that the foliage is dry by nighttime.  

This is the perfect time for garden cleanup, but do not prune your roses this time of year any more than needed 

for their health and cleanliness. It’s a great time to remove any visibly infected foliage, such as leaves that are 

yellowed or that have black spots on them, and wilted flowers that have all the beauty of a wet mop, which 

might be a sign of botrytis. You might want to prune out spent blossoms, cutting them back to just above the 

first set of five leaflets, or you might want to just remove only the spent petals that could be fungal reservoirs, 

and leave the rose hips for their beauty, possible propagation, and to tell the plant that it’s time to rest. Dead 

stems and branches, and crossing branches can be removed at this time to prevent further damage to the 

plant. All materials that might carry fungal diseases should be put in the trash and not in the compost pile--

again, a preventive measure.  

Nevertheless, this is not a good time to do expansive pruning, because that might stimulate new growth that is 

likely to be more sensitive to freezing weather than older, more seasoned stems and branches. You might want 

to mark your calendar for Valentine’s Day, February 14, which is the ideal time for heavy pruning of your roses. 

In addition to cleaning up your garden, this is an ideal time for mulching. Mulching can help your roses in many 

ways. The first is to reduce the loss of excessive moisture from the soil and to minimize drying of the roots. The 

second is to minimize weed growth. We still have some summer weeds around, but a whole crop of winter 

weeds will be showing up soon! And finally, mulching can be a significant aid to your roses to minimize damage 

from freezing weather that is likely to come our way by some time in December, if not before that. A layer of 

two to three inches of mulch around your rose plants can really protect them from freezing, even for roses in 

pots. The ground here in North Florida does not freeze during the winter, so the insulation provided by the 

mulch can go a long way toward your rose plants’ survival of winter cold.  

Please do try to get out to look over your roses, to enjoy them, and to take a measure of what they need to 

give you the most beauty. 

 

TARS BOARD AND OFFICERS 

President – Janet Newburgh – JanNewburgh@gmail.com 

Vice-President – Cheryl Gifford – Giffgarden@gmail.com 

Secretary – Teresa Watson – WatsonTeresa@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Gerard Nimis – GerardNimis@gmail.com 

Board Member – Marion Nimis – Marion@statistix.com 

Board Member – Nicole Balanoff – Nicole.balanoff@gmail.com 

Board Member – Vacant 

 

TARS CONTACTS 

Meeting Coordinator – Martha Dooley – DooleyMB@icloud.com 

Programs – LeAnna Willison – Aylabiology@gmail.com 
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Social Media – Ginger Benjamin – Ginger_Sells@yahoo.com 

Rose Show – Cheryl Gifford – Giffgarden@gmail.com 

Tim Holmes – Tim.Holmes@tds.net 

Website – Gerard Nimis – GerardNimis@gmail.com 

 

Disclaimer: While the information and recommendations herein are believed to be correct and 

accurate, neither the authors, editor nor the Tallahassee Area Rose Society can accept responsibility 

for errors or omissions that may be made. The Society makes no warranty expressed or implied with 

respect to the material herein. 
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