
TARS NOTES  
From the Tallahassee Area Rose Society 

Affiliated with the American Rose Society 

December, 2024 

IMPORTANT NOTICE! 

Someone is sending emails to our members pretending to be me, and asking for help or 

money. These messages are not coming from me! I never ask for money over the internet. If 

you have any question about a message that supposedly came from me, first and above all, 

please check directly with me and whether it came from my own email.  

 

It's time to pay your Tallahassee Area Rose Society  

MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2025 

Annual dues remain at only $15 for an individual membership 

Or $20 for a Joint Membership 

If you joined the Tallahassee Area Rose Society in October, 2024 or later, your dues  

are paid up for 2025! 

Add $10 if you want a copy of the newsletter mailed to you via the US Postal Service 

You can pay your dues at the meetings or mail them to the address  

given on the Membership Form 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

TIME TO PARTY!!! 

Tallahassee Area Rose Society Holiday Party 

Sunday, December 8, 2024, starting at 3:00 pm 

In the Beautiful Home of Marion and Gerard Nimis 

Located at 2105 Miller Landing Road 

Tallahassee FL 32312 

This is a Pot Luck Party, so please bring a Food Dish to Share 

Family Members and Friends are Welcomed 



___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tallahassee Area Rose Society Meeting – Thursday, January 2, 2025, 5:30 pm 

Community Room of the Eastside Branch Library 

1583 Pedrick Road, Tallahassee 

Topic: Your Favorite Rose and What Do You Like About It? 

Presented by Paul Watson 

 

 

 

Tallahassee Area Rose Society Meeting – Thursday, February 6, 2025, 5:30 pm 

Community Room of the Eastside Branch Library 

1583 Pedrick Road, Tallahassee 

Topic: Rose Pruning  

 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

December, 2024  

By Janet Newburgh 

It’s time to celebrate! You are cordially welcomed to come to the annual Tallahassee Area Rose 

Society Holiday Party this coming Sunday, December 8, 2024, in the beautiful lakeside home of 

Marion and Gerard Nimis. The address is: 2105 Miller Landing Road, Tallahassee 32312. The 

festivities will begin at 3:00 pm, and YOU are invited! Please feel free to bring family members and/or 

friends and, if possible, a Pot Luck dish to share. A selection of beverages will be provided. For 

planning purposes, if possible, please let us know if you plan to attend the party by contacting Gerard 

at 850-893-9371 or me at 240-281-4352, and what dish you might bring to share. 

The Tallahassee Area Rose Society (TARS) has many good reasons to celebrate. In 2024, we had a 

full year of programs and activities, thanks to program scheduling by LeAnna Willison. In January, 

2024, Mark Tancig, local Extension Officer, made a great presentation on Soils for Roses. In 

February, John Sullivan discussed the very timely topic of Rose Pruning. The March topic was 

Climbing Roses. In April, Joanne Maxheimer led a greatnworkshop on Asian Arrangements that led to 

more arrangement entries in our October show. We picnicked in May, took care of our gardens in 

June and July, and resumed TARS meetings in April with a Rose Roundtable, led by LeAnna. In 

September, LeAnna made a very interesting and informative presentation on Companion Plants for 

Roses. In October, Art Wade of Rose Petals Nursery talked to us about Heirloom Roses and brought 

several plants that meeting attendees snapped up for their own gardens. Our annual show was held 

on October 26 and 27 (more on that later), and our November meeting was an open discussion and 

how the rose show went and what changes might be considered for 2025. We’ll wind up 2024 with a 

Holiday Celebration Party at the Nimis Home, starting at 3:00 pm on Sunday, December 8th.  



TARS will start 2025 on a high note! On January 2, 2025, we will meet at our favorite meeting place, 

the Community Room of the Eastside Branch Library located at 1583 Pedrick Road, starting at 5:30 

pm. Paul Watson will lead a discussion of “Your Favorite Rose”. We ask each member to let Paul 

know what your favorite rose is, and why you like it. Please email this information to Paul at 

watsonsroses@gmail.com, so that he can prepare background information and lead a discussion 

about it. We have a couple of ideas for the February 6th meeting topic and will be deciding soon on 

which one to pursue. On March 6th, Joanne Maxheimer will return to TARS to talk about 

Arrangements and how to enter them in shows.  

Looking back a bit, our rose show on October 26 and 27, 2024, was a terrific success! This was due 

to the excellent and hard work of a great team. Cheryl Gifford and Tim Holmes did an incredible job 

as Show Chairs, pulling all the parts together for this complex event. Many helping hands brought 

together lots of beautiful roses, good food, and smiling faces. John Sullivan made sure that all the 

entries were where they should be, and Martha Dooley did a great job of organizing the clerks who 

assisted the six judges. Thank you, everyone—you did TARS proud! 

New people entered exhibits this year. At least 63 visitors came to see the show, which is more than 

double the number of visitors in 2023! As we generally do at our shows, food was provided in the form 

of a pre-judging brunch for the judges, and lunch provided for all involved in the show. This year’s 

food drew many raves! Thank you Martha, Gerard, Marion, Monday, Mary Lou, and Teresa! 

We are always striving to see how we can make next year’s show even better. One of the judges, 

Mrs. Joanne Maxheimer of Thomasville, provided several helpful ideas. She noted that the American 

Rose Society has handbooks for Horticulture, Arrangements, and Photography. She strongly 

recommended that we obtain copies of these for use by the Show Committee and, ideally, by 

individuals who plan to enter exhibits in these areas.  

Joanne also noted that the American Rose Society has new rules that allow multiple entries of a 

variety by an exhibitor in a class. Thus, if you have several really nice roses of a particular variety, for 

example, Veteran’s Honor, you could enter all of them! This could help to increase the number of 

beautiful roses in the show.  

Joanne also suggested that, for many of the classes, we broaden the kinds of roses that would be 

eligible for entry. For example, for some classes, instead of specifying one Hybrid Tea or a 

Grandiflora, we might refer to a “Decorative Rose”. For the Rosarian’s Choice of one Hybrid Tea or 

Grandiflora rose floating in a snifter, and for a Rose in a Frame, she suggested that we invite entries 

of “Any Large Rose”. Below, in the Meeting Minutes, Teresa, summarized many other excellent 

suggestions to make our 2025 even bigger and better. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Minutes of the TARS October Meeting -  Nov 7, 2024 

By Teresa Watson 

Place: Host NE Branch Library  

Meeting called to order: 5:50 PM  

Meeting Ended: 7:45 PM  

12 members attended the meeting, including New Members Amy Grover and Catherine Smart 



Program: Review Rose Show  

1. Think about theme for next year’s show  

2. Start early  

3. Stay with 6 judges  

4. Cheryl will be chair  

5. There are perpetual awards that are not being used. Janet will make list for review.  

6. Suggest adding more categories for shrubs and old roses  

7. Possibly add a digital photo show (television is available in room)  

8. Add categories in photos for Hybrid Teas that do not have high centers  

9. Joanne Maxheimer suggested allowing any rose for floaters  

10. Add Junior Arrangement categories  

11. Look for photography classes in schools (to get more people to enter)  

12. Talk to schools for teachers who may be interested in roses/growing showing  

13. Start a school outreach  

14. Florida State has a photography department; it might be possible to talk to them.  

15. Add a category: Natural Grown  

16. Increase the number of entries in sniffers and rose in frame.  

There were 63 attendees at this year’s show  

Create a list of rose gardens in the area 

 

Pros  

 Food was excellent  

 Fabric table clothes were much nicer 

 Planned well – need to be more organized 

 Pro or Con??? Need more prep tables 

 Venue was nice, might not remain available  

o Possible places: 

 Elks Lodge   

 Churches  

Cons 

o Signage was not clear about when the show started, exhibitor setup time and judging time. 

o Exhibitor deadline: we need to include warnings 30 minutes, 10 minutes and 5 minutes. This 

will let exhibitors know how much time they have. We need to have No Hold Overs. 

o Need to start setup earlier – map should help alleviate some of this, but starting earlier would 

be beneficial. 

o Setup of arrangements/trophies – On the Award Table, it was hard to find what went with what. 

 

Suggestions for the next show 



o Team Members 

o Break up tasks 

o Put people in charge of tasks 

o Hire someone to pick up equipment and set up heavy tables, possibly rent truck and 

laborers 

 Loading area can only handle 3 people 

 Help is really needed at the setup site 

 Take down is also a time when extra (strong) help is needed. 

 Newspaper add was not successful this time. 

 Use social media more. 

 Publicize events in Tallahassee Events; there are multiple sites for this. 

 

The meeting discussion format employed the use of a flip chart to capture comments made by 

meeting attendees. Most of these comments are cited above in the Meeting Minutes. The 

following are a few additional comments, and expansion of some of the comments, that were 

made by meeting attendees.  

 There has been considerable discussion about rearranging the exhibits. To help in this regard, 

Teresa has prepared a map of this year’s floor plan. Such a map could be very helpful in 

setting up the show, for convenience and for more educational and visual impact.  

 

 It would be good to further increase the number of new exhibitors.  

 

 In particular, we have not had entries in the Junior category, but it might be useful to approach 

groups such as 4H to encourage these entries. We could reach out to schools, perhaps 

starting with one or two schools. We might also consider having junior categories in 

Photography and in Arrangements. 

 

 Florida State University has a Photography Department, and we might reach out to them. 

 

 It might be useful to add new categories that reflect many of the rose types grown in the 

Tallahassee area, such as: Old Perpetuals; Old Garden Roses; and Shrub Roses. 

 

 This year, we had a large number of photographic entries. The American Rose Society has 

several new photographic categories, and we should look into adding some of these new 

photographic categories to our show. 

 

 With the increased number of entries, more prep space is needed. There should be at least 20 

tables set up for entry preparation. 

 

Along with the many positives, there were a few areas that would benefit from attention.  

 

 We need to adhere firmly to the published entry time and not allow any late entries. This might 

be helped by giving warnings for exhibitor closing times, as noted above. 

 



 Signs are needed outside that indicate times when the show is open to spectators. It probably 

would be helpful to close the doors to the show room and perhaps station someone to enforce 

this.  

 

 A firm show closing time is needed. 

 

More suggestions for next year: 

 

 More help is needed with Placement of Entries. 

 

 Additional publicity would help to bring attention to the show. We should have a person who 

coordinates Publicity. Some publicity opportunities might include: Nexdoor; boosting Facebook 

hits; hiring a publicist; Tallahassee Events lists; the Chamber of Commerce; and community 

boards, including digital ones.  

 

 There should be a phone contact for questions and for those seeking information about the 

show. 

 

 Show flyers should go out two months in advance and again one week in advance. 

 

 Entry cards should be available at one or two meetings before the show. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Consulting Rosarian Report 

DECEMBER ROSE CARE  

By Janet Newburgh 

Winter has arrived very suddenly, so the time has come to try to help our roses and other garden 

plants to get through freezing weather. We want our roses to be resting comfortably through the 

winter, so they should not be fertilized or pruned heavily until mid-February, which would stimulate 

new, tender growth. Our winters are mild enough that you might even be rewarded by a few hardy 

winter roses. As a signal to your roses that they should be resting, you might choose to leave the rose 

hips on the plant, but it’s still important to keep the garden clean of debris that might carry harmful 

substances, such as mold spores. If you leave the rose hips on the plant, you still should remove 

spent petals and put them in the trash, but not the compost pile. 

Mulching your roses in the winter can really help them to survive the winter. Mulching helps in two 

ways—it helps to keep sufficient moisture in the soil around your roses, and it also protects them from 

freezing temperatures. Our growth zone has been upgraded to Zone 9A, but nighttime temperatures 

can still fall in the neighborhood of 20 degrees F. On very cold nights, it might be helpful to cover your 

roses with a frost blanket, available online and at many garden shops, or even an old sheet. Ideally, 

the protective cover should reach to ground to take advantage of the fact that the ground does not 

freeze here, even in the winter.  



Winter does tend to be a dry time of the year, so although your roses may be dormant or at least 

growing very little, they need to be well watered. Watering should occur early enough in the day that 

the leaves and stems are dry by sundown, or they should be watered in such a way that the foliage 

does not get wet. These measures minimize invitations of black spot and other fungal diseases. The 

best way to determine whether watering is needed is to gently dig down a couple of inches into the 

soil to see if it is moist or dry. As you do this, you might occasionally encounter and buried, 

hibernating toad! 

Please do try to get out to look over your roses, to enjoy them, and to take a measure of what they 

need to survive and to give you the most beauty. And while inside your cozy home, you might want to 

begin dreaming of new roses to consider adding to your garden when warmer weather arrives. 

 

 

TARS BOARD AND OFFICERS 

President – Janet Newburgh – JanNewburgh@gmail.com 

Vice-President – Cheryl Gifford – Giffgarden@gmail.com 

Secretary – Teresa Watson – WatsonTeresa@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Gerard Nimis – GerardNimis@gmail.com 

Board Member – Marion Nimis – Marion@statistix.com 

Board Member – Nicole Balanoff – Nicole.balanoff@gmail.com 

Board Member – Vacant 

 

TARS CONTACTS 

Meeting Coordinator – Martha Dooley – DooleyMB@icloud.com 

Programs – LeAnna Willison – Aylabiology@gmail.com 

Paul Watson – Watsonsroses@gmail.com 

 

Social Media – Ginger Benjamin – Ginger_Sells@yahoo.com 

Rose Show – Cheryl Gifford – Giffgarden@gmail.com 

Website – Gerard Nimis – GerardNimis@gmail.com 

Volunteer offers to help, including service on the Board, and to write newsletter articles are 

welcomed! 

Disclaimer: While the information and recommendations herein are believed to be correct and 

accurate, neither the authors, editor nor the Tallahassee Area Rose Society can accept responsibility 

for errors or omissions that may be made. The Society makes no warranty expressed or implied with 

respect to the material herein. 


