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From the Tallahassee Area Rose Society
Affiliated with the American Rose Society

January, 2025

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

It's time to pay your Tallahassee Area Rose Society
MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2025
Annual dues remain at only $15 for an individual membership
Or $20 for a Joint Membership
If you joined the Tallahassee Area Rose Society in October, 2024 or later, your dues
are paid up for 2025!
Add $10 if you want a copy of the newsletter mailed to you via the US Postal Service
You can pay your dues at the meetings or mail them to the address

given on the Membership Form (Found at the end of this newsletter)

Tallahassee Area Rose Society Meeting — Thursday, January 2, 2025, 5:30 pm
Community Room of the Eastside Branch Library
1583 Pedrick Road, Tallahassee
Topic: Your Favorite Rose, What it is, and What Do You Like About It?

Presented by Paul Watson

Tallahassee Area Rose Society Meeting — Thursday, February 6, 2025, 5:30 pm
Community Room of the Eastside Branch Library
1583 Pedrick Road, Tallahassee

Topics: Rose Pruning, and Miniature Roses



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
January, 2025

A very Happy New Year to you! We ended our 2024 meetings of the Tallahassee Area Rose Society
with a lovely holiday party hosted by Marion and Gerard Nimis in their beautiful home. It was a
pleasant afternoon, with plenty of delicious food and drink, but the best part was the chance for
relaxed, casual discussion among rose friends. It has been said that people come for the roses, but
they stay for the people, and it’s hard to imagine a friendlier bunch. Yes, we did talk about roses,
sharing experiences and information. There was no need to talk politics, as we certainly had a lot of
other more pleasant things to talk about. It was just so nice to get to know each other better!

TARS will start 2025 right after the New Year, and on a high note! On Thursday, January 2, 2025, we
will meet at our favorite meeting place, the Community Room of the Eastside Branch Library located
at 1583 Pedrick Road, starting at 5:30 pm. Paul Watson will lead a discussion of “Your Favorite
Rose”. We ask each member to let Paul know what your favorite rose is, and why you like it. Please
email this information to Paul at watsonsroses@gmail.com, so that he can prepare background
information and lead a discussion about it. It can be very helpful to hear others’ experiences and
points of view on roses that grow well in this area.

The February 61" meeting will have two topics. February is the most important time of the year to do
hard pruning of our roses, and so Rose Pruning will be one of the topics for discussion, but do not
prune your roses before mid-February! In addition, there will be a discussion about Miniature
Roses and why they can be a good addition to about any garden or patio.

For the TARS meeting on March 6™, Joanne Maxheimer will come to TARS to talk about
Arrangements and how to enter them in shows. This also is a very timely topic, as many of us will
want to enter the big Thomasville Rose Show on the fourth Friday and Saturday in April. More details
about this, the 104" year of this big event, will be available as time gets closer.

For those interested in learning more about roses from National experts, the American Rose Society
is offering an online Consulting Rosarian School in February that you can attend from the comfort of
your own home. You don’t have to be a Consulting Rosarian, or plan to be one, in order to take
advantage of these presentations by National experts. This online School is offered in two parts. The
first part, on February 15, 2025, from noon till 3 pm EST, will cover Mission and Ethics, Soil and
Water, and Fertilizers; it will be presented by American Rose Society President Craig Dorschel and
Consulting Rosarian National Chair Diane Wilkerson. The second part will be on February 22, also
noon till 3 pm EST,; it will cover Insects & Diseases and Chemical Safety and will be taught by Baldo
Villegas and Jim Beardley. TARS members wishing to become a Consulting Rosarian should plan to
take an online test on Saturday, March 1, 2025; they will need to complete the Consulting Rosarian
application, which is available online, and to send it to me by January 15, 2025. Registration for the
online school is now open for all, at Rose.org. There may be a charge of $5 per session for the online
course, but this charge may be waived for members of the American Rose Society.

Another rose event that | strongly recommend to you is the Deep South District Rose Society Mid-
Winter Meeting in Gainesville on February 28-March 2, 2025. This meeting includes a variety of
interesting presentations on February 28 and March 1, and an in-person Consulting Rosarian School
will be held on Sunday, March 2 that is open to all Meeting attendees. More information on this
Meeting can be found below.



We are planning to set up our TARS meetings to include virtual attendance, as well as in-person
attendance. This is a terrific option for anyone who would like to participate in our meetings but who
cannot attend in person, and we hope to make it work effectively. | plan to set up a Zoom connection
for our meetings starting with the January 2" meeting, and to email the Zoom link for online access
several days in advance. To use the Zoom link, all you should have to do is to click on the link in my
email. To help me get this all set up, if you would like to attend the meeting by Zoom, please let me
know at least 48 hours in advance by texting me at 240 281-4352 or by email to
JanNewburgh@gmail.com. We welcome all of your ideas to make this as good as possible.

We are doing our best to keep everyone informed and to set up meetings that we hope are interesting
and useful to our membership. Please let us know what topics you would like to see included in the
meetings, and which just aren’t that interesting to you.

Our society is most effective with good involvement by lots of our members. We welcome your
involvement and input at whatever level works for you. | am concerned, though, that we are having
difficulty recruiting people to serve on the Society’s Board of Directors. At present, we have two
vacancies that we have been unable to fill. If you are interested in one of these positions or know of
someone who would be, please let us know. We really do hope to fill these vacancies, to help to keep
TARS running effectively and of wide benefit to all.

Meanwhile, | look forward to seeing you at our January 2" meeting.

Janet

Florida - 2025 Mid-Winter Rose Society Meeting of the
Deep South District
Roses in Paradise! (February 28 - March 2, 2025)

Calling all rose-heads and parrotheads! Break out your flip-flops and flamingos and join the DSD
for Roses in Paradise! All members, guests and other interested rose gardeners of the Deep South
District of the American Rose Society (Florida, Georgia, & Alabama rose societies) come together to
learn, network, buy roses and celebrate those achievements of the 19 represented rose societies in
the DSD. The event begins on Friday afternoon with Workshops and vendor sales, then an evening
meet and greet, Key-Westy reception. The basket raffle tables are set up with decorated prize baskets
for a raffle held on the following day. On Saturday, attendees can buy raffle tickets, explore vendor
offerings and enjoy guest speakers on various rose growing topics. After the guest speakers, the grand
raffle drawings are held and the prizes are handed out. Saturday evening there is a Tropical

Paradise themed dinner party (Suggested attire: tropical, Jimmy Buffett, Key-Westy business casual
to semi-formal) - there’s a chance to win best dressed to the theme Prizes! During the banquet, the DSD
recognizes the achievements of local societies and their members. PLUS, there will be special ‘tropical,
Key-Westy’ Awards! On Sunday morning there is usually a tour of a local garden or some other
function away from the event location. The event is held at: Best Western Gateway Grand Hotel and



Convention Center, 4200 NW 97th Boulevard, Gainesville, Florida 32606. Hotel Phone: (352) 331-
3336. Hosted by the Greater Palm Beach Rose Society. Watch the Deep South District Rose Society
website for more information.

Consulting Rosarian Report
DECEMBER ROSE CARE
By Janet Newburgh

Winter is now here, so the time has come to try to help our roses and other garden plants to get
through the occasional freezing weather that may come any time from now until the latter part of
March. Here in North Florida, we certainly enjoy relatively warm days scattered throughout the winter,
but it’'s wise to keep an eye on weather forecasts. Temperatures of 28 degrees or below can mean
killing freezes, and if those conditions are expected, it's wise to provide some protection
forx;c0000000000000000 your roses. Abundant mulch mounded around the base of your roses really
helps, as do covering your rose plants on the coldest nights with frost cloths (widely available from
garden shops) or even old sheets. Refrain from fertilizing or heavy pruning your roses until mid-
February, because you don’t want to enourage new, tender growth while freezing weather might
occur.

Although roses shouldn’t be fertilized in the winter, there are a few things that would benefit your
roses during this time of year. One is to make sure that the soil does not dry out around your roses,
especially if they are in pots. Mulching your roses not only helps to protect your roses from cold air,
but also helps to keep the soil moist. Do water your roses as necessary but with a light hand and
doing it early enough in the day so that no moisture remains on the foliage for more than about four
hours, so as to not encourage fungal diseases such as the dreaded black spot, which is so common
in this area.

Keeping the garden clean of debris is another activity that goes a long way to minimize problems due
to diseases and pests. Your garden will look better, and, come springtime, your roses will thank you
and reward you with lovely blossoms.

Winter is an ideal time to take a hard look at your garden and to consider possible changes in the
future. Discussions such as the one that Paul will lead on January 2"¥ might help you to consider
different rose varieties that others find do well in this area. | personally plan to use this time of year to
make some major changes in my own garden design. And it's always fun to look over the garden
catalogs that should be hitting our mailboxes very soon.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT JUST IN
Paul Watson, one of the more active TARS members,

has just been elected President of the Pensacola Rose Society.



Congratulations, Paul—You will make a great President, but please don’t forget us!

TARS BOARD AND OFFICERS

President — Janet Newburgh — JanNewburgh@gmail.com

Vice-President — Cheryl Gifford — Giffgarden@gmail.com

Secretary — Teresa Watson — WatsonTeresa@gmail.com

Treasurer — Gerard Nimis — GerardNimis@gmail.com

Board Member — Marion Nimis — Marion@statistix.com

Board Member — Vacant

Board Member — Vacant

TARS CONTACTS

Meeting Coordinator — Martha Dooley — DooleyMB@icloud.com

Programs — LeAnna Willison — Aylabiology@gmail.com

Paul Watson — \Watsonsroses@amail.com

Social Media — Ginger Benjamin — Ginger_Sells@yahoo.com

Rose Show — Cheryl Gifford — Giffgarden@gmail.com

Website — Gerard Nimis — GerardNimis@gmail.com

Volunteer offers to help, including service on the Board, and to write newsletter articles are
welcomed!

Disclaimer: While the information and recommendations herein are believed to be correct and
accurate, neither the authors, editor nor the Tallahassee Area Rose Society can accept responsibility
for errors or omissions that may be made. The Society makes no warranty expressed or implied with

respect to the material herein.
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Member Name Joint Member Name

Address

City State Zip Code +4

Telephone

Home Cell Work

E-Mail

Member Joint Member

Tallahassee Area Rose Society Membership

Annual Individual ($15.00)
Annual Joint ($20.00)
Postal Mail Copy of Newsletter ($10.00)
Donation to TARS (Optional)

American Rose Society

Annual Individual, Print Copy of the Magazine $77.50

Annual Individual, Digital Copy $57.50
Tallahassee Area Rose Society The American Rose Society
2105 Miller Landing Road P. O. Box 30,000
Tallahassee, FL 32312-9000 Shreveport, LA 71130-0030

The Tallahassee Area Rose Society and the American Rose Society are 501c(3) nonprofit organizations. Your donation may be tax
deductible under the law.

You may write one check for membership to both to the Tallahassee Area Rose Society
and for your American Rose Society Membership.
The amount for your American Rose Society membership will be forwarded.
If you have questions, please call 240-281-4352.



