TARS NNOTES

From the Tallahassee Area Rose Society (TARS)
Affiliated with the American Rose Society

February, 2025

If you haven’t yet done so, please pay your
MEMBERSHIP DUES for the Tallahassee Area Rose Society for 2025
Annual dues remain at only $15 for an individual membership
Or $20 for a Joint Membership
If you joined the Tallahassee Area Rose Society in October, 2024 or later, your dues
are paid up for 2025!
Add $10 if you want a copy of the newsletter mailed to you via the US Postal Service
You can pay your dues at the meetings or mail them to the address

given on the Membership Form (Found at the end of this newsletter)

MEETINGS AND EVENTS
Tallahassee Area Rose Society — Thursday, February 6, 2025, 5:30 pm
Community Room of the Eastside Branch Library
1583 Pedrick Road, Tallahassee
Come at 5:30 pm for Special Refreshments Provided by Teresa Watson
The Business Meeting Starts at 6:00, Followed by the Program
Not One, but Two Program Topics: ROSE PRUNING — THE LATEST SCOOP,
And
MINIATURE AND MINIFLORA ROSES — WHAT ARE THEY, AND WHERE ARE THEY HEADED?

You can attend the meeting either in person or virtually
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American Rose Society Online Consulting Rosarian School
Saturday, February 15, 2025, 2:00-4:00 pm Eastern Standard Time
Saturday, February 22, 2025, 2:00-4:00 pm Eastern Standard Time

Consulting Rosarian Exam, Saturday, March 1, 2025

Deep South District Winter Meeting
Friday, February 28, 2025 — Sunday, March 2, 2025
Meeting Theme — Roses in Paradise
Best Western Gateway Grand Hotel and Convention Center,
4200 NW 97th Boulevard, Gainesville, Florida 32606.
Hosted by the Greater Palm Beach Rose Society.
For more information, visit the Deep South District Rose Society website (deepsouthdistrict.org).

For room reservations, call the hotel at (352) 331-3336

Tallahassee Area Rose Society — Thursday, March 6, 2025, 5:30 pm
Community Room of the Eastside Branch Library
1583 Pedrick Road, Tallahassee
Topic: Arrangements and How to Enter them in Rose Shows

Presented by Joanne Maxheimer of the Thomasville Rose Society

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
February, 2025

At the time of this writing, we are on a warming trend after some really cold, icy weather. Winter is far from over, but

maybe the worst of it is behind us. | hope you, your roses, and the rest of your garden are doing well and looking forward
to beautiful spring days.

Two topics will be addressed at the February 6" meeting. One topic will be Rose Pruning. February is the main time of
the year to do major pruning of our roses, but do not prune your roses before mid-February, at the earliest! We’'ll talk
more about this at the meeting and during a general discussion. The meeting also will include a discussion about
Miniature Roses Past, Present, and Future, and why they can be a good addition to about any garden or patio.



For the March 6™ TARS meeting, Joanne Maxheimer will come to talk to us about Arrangements and how to enter them
in shows. This also is a very timely topic, as we hope that many TARS members will want to enter the big Thomasville
Rose Show on the fourth Friday and Saturday in April. More details about this, which will be the 104%™ year of this big
event, will be available as time gets closer.

Coming up are a couple of other great chances to learn more about roses. One is the American Rose Society’s online
Consulting Rosarian School on February 15 and 22 from 2 until 4 pm Eastern Time. You can attend these sessions by
national experts from the comfort of your own home. More information about these online sessions can be found in the
January, 2025, TARS newsletter.

Another rose event that | strongly recommend to you is the Deep South District Rose Society Mid-Winter Meeting in
Gainesville on February 28-March 2, 2025. This is a chance to meet and interact with lots of rosarians from Florida,
Georgia, and Alabama. More information about this meeting can be found on the Deep South District Rose Society
website (deepsouthdistrict.org).

As mentioned in the January, 2025 newsletter, we are setting up TARS meetings for virtual attendance, as well as in-
person attendance, via Zoom. This is requiring some learning on my part on how to do this effectively while also running
the meeting program away from home, but we really hope to make it a good addition. If you would like to attend the
February 6™ meeting virtually, please let me know. | plan to email the Zoom link along with a meeting reminder in early
February.

In response to member requests, we are starting a couple of new TARS activities. The first is the inclusion in the
newsletter of a special article on a rose-related topic written by a TARS member. This issue contains the first such article
in the series--a very timely article by LeAnna N. Willison on Rose Vendors and Reviews. LeAnna’s article contains a ton of
information to help anyone (and that probably includes most of us) who would like to add new roses to our gardens.

A different TARS member will lead off with another new activity, which is providing refreshments on a round-robin
schedule. Teresa Watson will be providing refreshments for the February meeting, so be sure to get to the meeting room
early for a culinary treat! | will provide bottled water at each meeting. If you would prefer to drink something else at the
meeting, please feel free to bring the non-alcoholic beverage of your choice.

Meanwhile, | look forward to seeing you at our on Thursday, February 6 at 5:30 pm.

Janet

MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 2, 2025 MEETING
By Teresa Watson
Meeting Date: January 2, 2025
Place: Pedrick Library
Called to order by Janet Newburgh at 6:00 PM
In-Person Attendance: 10 members
Zoom Attendance: 0

New Attendee: Marty Quinn



Refreshments: Provided by Janet Newburgh

Program: Presentation started 6:30 PM

Paul Watson, Owner/Operator Watson’s Roses in Niceville, FL

Presented “Our Favorite Roses” a compilation of the TARS members’ favorite roses. Discussion on growing habits,

what they enjoy about the roses and weaknesses encountered by the rose growers.

were.

It was great exposure to different roses, and there were great discussions on how hardy most of these roses

Presentation ended 7:10 PM

Business Meeting:

TARS members agree to do a round robin for writing articles for the News Letter. This will allow a wider range of
article types and topics to be included in the News Letter. The articles should be submitted to Janet no later than
two weeks before the next meeting. As a reminder, here is a list of volunteers for the next several News Letters.
You can submit an article even if your name is not on the list. This is our News Letter, let’s make it great! All
articles should be something dealing with roses.

o Feb—Leanne
Mar — Teresa
Apr — Paul
May — Cheryl
Aug — Mary Lou

o O O O

Next meeting will be held at Library on Pedrick Rd on Feb 6. Social starts at 5:30PM. Program will be given by
Janet Newburgh on Minis and Mini Floras and will touch on pruning.

Door prize: Leanna

Rose Show: think about themes, names, and what you can do to help support this year’s show. Cheryl has agreed
to chair this year; let’s all give her our support.

Members also decided to round-robin the refreshments. List of volunteers below.

Feb — Teresa

Mar — Leanna

Apr — Nimis

May — Janet (picnic at her house)
Aug — Cheryl

O O O O O

Business Meeting ended at 7:38 PM.

SPECIAL ARTICLE: ROSE VENDORS AND REVIEWS

By LeAnna N. Willison

As a rosarian, our gardens are always a work in progress. Gradual refinement with the removal and addition of roses,
along with companion plants occurs over time. As many of us are not propagating our own roses (Paul and Cheryl
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excluded), we often have to resort to purchasing roses. It is important to be critical about where we purchase a rose, as
the variety, rootstock, and plant maturity are all important. While there are a few local nurseries in the area (Rose Petals

Nursery in Newberry FL, or Tallahassee Nursery, or Nelson’s Southern Roses in Thomasville, GA, or K&M Nursery in
Buckatunna, MS), a wider variety of plants can be purchased online. Here is a recap of some of the online vendors for
roses and a brief highlight of their features. This is no means an exhaustive list of rose vendors. However, this is a list of

reputable vendors from which | have personally purchased roses, TRS members have purchased roses, or have excellent
reviews in rose vendor forums.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

Jackson and Perkins was founded in 1872 and roses became a leading plant source in the early 1900’s. The
company is located in the San Joaquin Valley and sells a variety of roses both own root and grafted. They ship
over 2 million roses (and other plants) a year as well as provide rose care products and educational videos on
their site.

https://www.jacksonandperkins.com/

Heirloom Roses is a family business located in Willamette Valley, Oregon. They focus on hand propagating each
rose to provide excellent own-root roses. These roses are cultivated to provide profuse blooms, be winter hardy,
more disease resistant, and true to the variety. They offer excellent guarantees for their roses and make
refunds/exchanges of plants a breeze.

https://heirloomroses.com/

High Country Roses is a family business located in Broomfield, Colorado. They offer over 750 varieties of own
root roses which tend to be hardier, live longer, and are guaranteed to remain true to the variety. They provide
roses in a one-quart (5") pot which require a bit more care in the early stages. However, they offer an excellent
variety of Old Garden roses and modern roses.

https://www.highcountryroses.com/

Edmund’s Rose is located in Randolph, WI and specializes in European and exhibition varieties. They offer disease
resistant roses as well as tree roses.
https://www.edmundsroses.com/

Ma Cherie Roses is a relatively new (2019) family business in Bakersfield, California. They developed their own
root propagation system and provide roses with unique colors, delicate fragrance, and long-lasting beauty. Roses
are provided in two-quart pots They focus on the gifting experience of roses and often provide intricate
packaging, special additions, and wrapping. They do have a smaller selection than other venders, but provide
some hard-to-find roses.

https://www.macherieroses.com/

A Reverence of Roses is located in Holder, Florida and focuses on selling hard to find roses of both the old garden
and modern variety. They even offer found roses, which is rare. These found roses are those of a nameless rose
variety discovered in an abandoned garden or roadside. All of their roses are own root roses in band pots. A
great feature of their site is quantity counts and a brief history of each variety offered.
https://www.areverenceforroses.com/

The Antique Rose Emporium is located in Brenham, Texas and was founded with the focus of preserving the Old
Garden Roses. They offer over 300 varieties of own root roses in two-gallon pots, of which many are earth-kind.
If you are every in the Brenham area, you can visit the nursery and tour their display gardens.
https://www.antigueroseemporium.com/




8) Palatine Roses is a family-owned nursery that focuses on fruit and roses located in Ontario Canada. They provide
a large selection of old and modern roses, with an emphasis on less common cultivars and disease resistant
varieties. Varieties are grafted on multiflora rootstock and they do limit one per customer for some limited
varieties. They offer shipping to the US, but only of bareroot roses.
https://palatineroses.com/

9) Petals from the Past is a small nursery started by two Texas A&M graduates in Jemison, Alabama. This is one that
is within ~4+ hour driving distance, and | hear they have a wonderful site. They have developed contemporary
techniques to cultivate old-garden and modern roses. A unique feature is that they offer events on site such as
cooking classes, garden tours/designs, and educational speakers.
https://petalsfromthepast.com/
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David Austin has locations in the UK as well as in Tyler, Texas, USA. They focus on the English rose and have a rich
history of cultivating old garden roses, shrub, species, climbers and modern roses. They offer pre-orders for some
of their roses as well, which is an excellent feature to secure a hard to find rose.
https://www.davidaustinroses.com/

CONSULTING ROSARIAN COLUMN: FEBRUARY ROSE CARE
By Janet Newburgh

We have had some unusually cold weather the last few days that worried a lot of us about our gardens. It may be hard
to keep hands off, but now is not the time to be pruning, but rather to give our gardens a rest and a chance to recover
from the cold. A couple of years ago, | was surprised by how well my garden recovered from the sudden cold snap that
occurred between Christmas and New Year’s. Hopefully, we have taken necessary precautions to help our roses get
through this winter. The somewhat milder cold snap that we had a few weeks ago actually may have helped our gardens
to harden and go dormant.

Even if the garden is looking rough and messy, the last thing that you should be doing right now is pruning things when
we still have ample chances of more cold weather. The existing vegetation, even if cold-damaged, can provide some
protection for your plants, and we certainly don’t want to encourage new, tender growth that is more susceptible to the
cold. Annuals are probably already dead, but the perennials may well make it through our North Florida winter.

Rather than cutting stuff out of the garden, do look over your garden and make plans of what you want to do in a few
weeks. Putting your plans down on paper always helps to develop a better idea of what you want your garden to be like.
This is also a great time to organize your garden equipment, decide what new items you need, sharpen all your cutting
tools, and be ready for action the latter part of February or early March.

It’s definitely better to be a little on the late side with your pruning, rather than too early. Watch for signs that the
garden is waking up. Part of the February program will be a discussion about pruning. There are a few general principles
to pruning roses, but not all roses should be pruned the same way. Many of our members can contribute their own
knowledge and experience about pruning, and | look forward to that discussion.




TARS BOARD AND OFFICERS

President — Janet Newburgh — JanNewburgh@gmail.com

Vice-President — Cheryl Gifford — Giffgarden@gmail.com

Secretary — Teresa Watson — WatsonTeresa@gmail.com

Treasurer — Gerard Nimis — GerardNimis@gmail.com

Board Member — Marion Nimis — Marion@statistix.com
Board Member — Vacant

Board Member — Vacant

TARS CONTACTS

Meeting Coordinator — Martha Dooley — DooleyMB@icloud.com

Programs — LeAnna Willison — Aylabiology@gmail.com

Paul Watson — Watsonsroses@gmail.com

Social Media — Ginger Benjamin — Ginger Sells@yahoo.com

Rose Show — Cheryl Gifford — Giffgarden@gmail.com

Website — Gerard Nimis — GerardNimis@gmail.com
Volunteer offers to help, including service on the Board, and to write newsletter articles are welcomed!

Disclaimer: While the information and recommendations herein are believed to be correct and accurate, neither the
authors, editor nor the Tallahassee Area Rose Society can accept responsibility for errors or omissions that may be made
The Society makes no warranty expressed or implied with respect to the material herein.
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‘ g Member Name Joint Member Name

Address

City State Zip Code +4

Telephone

Home Cell Work

E-Mail

Member Joint Member

Tallahassee Area Rose Society Membership

Annual Individual ($15.00)

Annual Joint ($20.00)
Postal Mail Copy of Newsletter (510.00)
Donation to TARS (Optional)

American Rose Society

Annual Individual, Print Copy of the Magazine $77.50

Annual Individual, Digital Copy $57.50
Tallahassee Area Rose Society The American Rose Society
2105 Miller Landing Road P. 0. Box 30,000
Tallahassee, FL 32312-9000 Shreveport, LA 71130-0030

The Tallahassee Area Rose Society and the American Rose Society are 501c(3) nonprofit organizations. Your donation may be tax
deductible under the law.

You may write one check for membership to both to the Tallahassee Area Rose Society
and for your American Rose Society Membership.
The amount for your American Rose Society membership will be forwarded.
If you have questions, please call 240-281-4352.



