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From the Tallahassee Area Rose Society (TARS)
Affiliated with the American Rose Society

March, 2025

If you haven’t already done so, be sure to pay your
MEMBERSHIP DUES for the Tallahassee Area Rose Society for 2025
Annual dues remain at only $15 for an individual membership
Or $20 for a Joint Membership
If you joined the Tallahassee Area Rose Society in October, 2024 or later, your dues
are paid up for 2025!

To get a copy of the newsletter mailed to you via the US Postal Service, you need to be up to date on paying
your TARS Membership and to include an extra $10 to help with printing and postage costs.

Dues can be paid at the meetings or mailed to the address given

on the Membership Form (Found at the end of this newsletter)

MEETINGS AND EVENTS
Everyone is invited to attend the meetings of the Tallahassee Area Rose Society
If you want to attend virtually via Zoom, let Janet know at least 3 days in advance by texting to 240 281-4352
Tallahassee Area Rose Society — Thursday, March 6, 2025, 5:30 pm
Community Room of the Eastside Branch Library
1583 Pedrick Road, Tallahassee
Come at 5:30 pm for Special Refreshments Provided by LeAnna Willison
Starting at 6:00, Board Member Paul Watson will present a Program on:
Non-Chemical Disease Management in Roses
and The Joys of Fertigation

A business meeting will follow the program.



Tallahassee Area Rose Society — Thursday, April 3, 2025, 5:30 pm
Community Room of the Eastside Branch Library
1583 Pedrick Road, Tallahassee
Topic: Arrangements and How to Enter them in Rose Shows

Presented by Joanne Maxheimer of the Thomasville Rose Society

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
March, 2025

| want to thank everyone who is stepping forward with your excellent ideas and help in making the meetings of the
Tallahassee Area Rose Society more interesting and fun. Our society is, of course, focused on roses and their cultivation.
There are some people who question whether roses can be grown successfully here in North Florida, but a look around
the area, at our annual show, and at our gardens certainly disabuses this idea. In fact, many thousands of different roses
exist that come in a myriad of colors, forms, and sizes, and rose breeders are constantly developing new, improved
varieties. It helps a lot by being able to talk with other rosarians, to learn which roses grow well in our area, and how
best to cultivate them. Growing roses provides us an opportunity and incentive to get outside, to enjoy beautiful days,
and to revel in the beauty that roses bring to our gardens, homes, and to others.

At the meetings of the Tallahassee Area Rose Society (TARS), attendees come to share information and to learn more
about growing roses in our area while having a really fun social time and enjoying marvelous refreshments. We try to
make our meetings and newsletters accessible to as many members of our community as possible. Everyone is invited to
attend our meetings, but if attendance in person is not possible for someone, with advance notice, we can set up a Zoom
link to enable people to attend the meetings virtually. If you want to attend the meetings in person, just show up at the
meeting time. If you want to attend meetings virtually, please let me know at least three days in advance by texting to
240 281-4352, so that | can set up the link. If you request to attend by Zoom but later find that you will not be able to
attend that way, please let me know so that | can cancel the Zoom setup.

By popular request, a different TARS member will be providing refreshments at each meeting on a round-robin schedule.
LeAnna Willison will be providing refreshments for the March 6" meeting, so be sure to get there early to see what
LeAnna has prepared for us! | will provide bottled water for the first 15 people. If you would prefer to drink something
else at the meeting, please feel free to bring the non-alcoholic beverage of your choice.

This newsletter includes a fascinating article by Teresa Watson on “Is There a Blue Rose?” Read all about it, learn why this
has been such a difficult quest, and what possibilities might be in store for creating such a rose.

At our March 6™ meeting, Paul Watson will be making a very timely presentation on Non-Chemical Disease Management
in Roses, and on the Joys of Fertigation. There is an increasing move these days toward lessening the use of pesticides in
growing roses in order to garden in a more earth-friendly way. Also, since all of us have very busy lives, it’s helpful to
learn of ways to lessen the workload associated with growing roses. Paul’s presentation on Fertigation should be helpful
in that regard.

| also would like to point out a very nice article in the January/February 2025 issue of the American Rose. This magazine
is the official, main publication of the American Rose Society and is available to all the Society members. The article that |
am referring to is written by contributing editor Rita Perwich and is entitled “Beginner Advice” and “KISS in the Rose
Garden: Keeping it Simple and Sane.” While the article is intended for beginners, it contains plenty of food for thought,
even for those of us who have been growing roses for many years. Part of the article deals with Integrated Pest



Management, “...a tried-and-true gardening method that helps gardeners create an overall healthy garden and manage
pests sustainably whilst protecting our bees and beneficials.” Rita’s article also contains extensive information on pruning
different kinds of roses. This is a very timely article, as we are in the time of the year when most of our rose pruning is
done.

For the April 3™ TARS meeting, Joanne Maxheimer will come to talk to us about Arrangements and how to enter them in
shows. This also is a very timely topic, as we hope that many TARS members will want to enter the big Thomasville Rose
Show on the fourth Friday and Saturday in April. More details about this show, which will be the 104" year of this big
event, will be available as time gets closer.

As always, | welcome your input on how to make TARS better, more useful, more fun, and more interesting. We want to
increase our outreach to our community and to expand our membership. We ask you to help get the word out about
TARS and about rose cultivation. Come to the meetings and bring a friend! | would love for us to increase our service
involvement with the community. Your ideas and volunteer efforts in this are encouraged. Do you have ideas on this, and
projects that you would like to do? If so, I'd love to hear from you.

Meanwhile, | look forward to seeing you at the meeting on Thursday, March 6™ at 5:30 pm.

Janet

MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 6, 2025 MEETING
By Teresa Watson
Date: February 6, 2025
Place: Eastside Branch Library, Pedrick Road Called to order by Janet Newburgh: 6:05 PM
In-Person Attendance: 13 attendees, 3 guests Zoom Attendance: 0
Refreshments: Teresa Watson
Program:
Programs by Janet Newburgh
Rose Pruning
Miniature and Miniflora Roses
Business Meeting:
Social out reach
o We need more FB postings!
o Invite people to submit their favorite rose to Paul or Janet, it will be posted on FB
Next Meeting Thursday, March 6, 2025 - Pedrick Library, speaker will be Paul Watson on Non-
Chemical Disease Management in Roses and The Joy of Fertigation

Picnic at Janet’s on Sunday, May 4



ANNOUNCEMENTS
Board Meeting held by Zoom on January 27, 2025
o0 Meeting emphases — Social Outreach, and What’s New with Roses; all members are
invited to participate in whatever way works for them.
o Move the Business part of the meeting to last, after the program
o Need to be out of library by 7:30-7:45
Update on Rose show plans for Oct. 24-26, 2025
o Name selected for the show is “Falling for Roses”
o Needs to be a group effort; Cheryl will make a list of show activities needing coverage
o Cheryl is coming up with a way to split up the tasks
o Reservation request for the Eyster Auditorium in the Conner Center for the show has
been sent
Paul Watson has joined the TARS Board!
TARS Notes Newsletter for February is out
o Submissions for the Newsletter are due by February 21 (anyone can submit)
o Article for the Newsletter — Teresa Watson
Dues for 2025 are now due!
Refreshments for the March 6 Meeting — LeAnna
Recent and upcoming activities
Possible field trip in conjunction with the Pensacola Rose Society in April or May
ARS Online Consulting Rosarian School — February 15 and 22, 2025, with the online exam on
March 1, 2025
Deep South District Spring into Spring Meeting Feb 28-March 2, with an in-person CR school on
Sunday, March 2, 2025.

Business Meeting ended at 7:30 PM.



Is there a Blue Rose?

By Teresa Watson

Figure 1 - The Blue Rose, is it real?

Some florists sell blue roses, so | guess this will be a short article since the obvious answer to the question would be yes.
Well actually, the blue roses that you purchase at the florist might have just been painted blue or possibly had a dye
injected into their stems to make them blue. The rose in Figure 1 was a dyed rose, not only did the petals turn blue, but
the foliage and the stem show tinges of blue. These dyed roses tend to fade quickly. If you search for blue rose in a web
browser, you will find photos of breathtaking blue roses. Most of these images have been modified using photo
software.

Roses by their very nature cannot be blue. They are missing a pigment to form the blue color. Researchers have
discovered that the pigment in blue flowers called “delphinidin” is not present in roses. So now we see the answer to the
guestion “Is there a blue rose?” is no.

A company by the name of Suntory, in Japan, has developed a process to introduce this pigment into the genetics of a
rose. Not only did they need to introduce the delphinidin, they had to interfere with the genes that produce the red and
pink hues. This resulted in the genetic modification that created Applause (seen in Figure 2). The color of the rose is not
the deep vibrant color expected in when we think of blue roses, but you can see some blue hues in the rose. Applause
was made available for florists in the US with an average cost of a stem is $29. Suntory maintains full rights to be the
only company to produce this blue rose.

Figure 2 - Suntory's Rose Applause



Although blue roses do not occur in nature, man has been able to create, what they consider, the blue rose. To me, the
answer to this question would still be no. | accept the idea that, as humans, searching for the unattainable blue rose will
continue and maybe they will be able to create a true blue rose. Suntory has made great strides, but their rose does not
fit my image of a blue rose.

For more information on the blue rose, watch the newsletter. | will have more articles on this elusive blue rose.
Sources

Mintor, Deborah (2023 February 27), The Legend of the Blue Rose, HubPages, Retrieved January 19, 2025, from
https://discover.hubpages.com/education/The-Legend-Of-the-Blue-Rose
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CONSULTING ROSARIAN COLUMN: MARCH ROSE CARE
By Janet Newburgh

Hopefully, we are past the worst of the winter freezes, but it still is wise to pay attention to weather reports and to
protect the most sensitive of our plants if temperatures, even at night, are predicted to go below about 30 degrees. It’s
generally safe to start pruning when you see signs in your garden that it’s waking up, plants are sprouting new leaves,
and the birds are singing.

Pruning is done for the health of your rose bushes, to help them bloom better, to keep their size under control, and to
give them a pleasing appearance. | started pruning my own roses a couple of days ago. Last year, many of my plants were
pretty young and small, and during the summer the Florida lubber grasshoppers did a lot of unplanned, and undesired,
pruning. Still, in spite of the lubbers, several of my roses have grown quite a bit over the last year, so I'll be cutting many
of my plants back extensively. This early in the year, prune only your repeat-bloomers. For once-blooming roses, which
mainly are Old Garden Roses that bloom once in the springtime, you probably want to wait until after they bloom, to
avoid losing this year’s flowers.

In preparing to do your rose pruning, first, for health’s sake, make sure your tetanus shot is up to date. Then gather your
tools—clean, sharp pruners, the kind that has both blades sharpened, and sturdy gauntlet gloves to protect your hands
and arms from sharp prickles on the bushes. | generally have a spray bottle containing rubbing alcohol to disinfect the
pruners between cuts in order to minimize spreading disease from one plant to another.

Start by cutting out dead, diseased, damaged, and crossing stems. Good, healthy wood is green, red, or orange. Bad
wood is gray, dark, and may be peeling. When pruning, cut all the way back to healthy wood. You want to leave three to
seven good, young, healthy stems, removing very small stems—those with a diameter less than that of a pencil.
Generally, those main stems are cut back to 18-24 inches, but there are several exceptions to this approach. This might
be too severe for climbers and many species roses, and roses growing on Fortuniana root stock may be better off if
pruned only to about hip height. Drift roses may not need their height reduced but may need the centers of the plants
thinned out somewhat to allow for more sunlight and air circulation. In pruning, make direct, horizontal cuts to minimize



the wound area, but do not use a sealant after making a cut. Your pruning goal is to give your rose plants a pleasing
shape and to open up the center of the bush to let in more light and for better air circulation.

Before you apply fertilizer, it’s best to do a soil test to determine how to best meet the nutritional needs of your roses.
Supplies and instructions for soil tests are very inexpensive and are available at local extension offices.

| am confident that the work which you do on your roses early in the season will pay great dividends later, in beautiful

flowers!

TARS BOARD AND OFFICERS

President — Janet Newburgh —JanNewburgh@gmail.com

Vice-President — Cheryl Gifford — Giffgarden@gmail.com

Secretary — Teresa Watson — WatsonTeresa@gmail.com

Treasurer — Gerard Nimis — GerardNimis@gmail.com

Board Member — Marion Nimis — Marion@statistix.com

Board Member — Paul Watson

Board Member — Vacant

TARS CONTACTS

Meeting Coordinator — Martha Dooley — DooleyMB@icloud.com

Programs — LeAnna Willison — Aylabiology@gmail.com

Paul Watson — Watsonsroses@gmail.com

Social Media — Ginger Benjamin — Ginger Sells@yahoo.com

Rose Show — Cheryl Gifford — Giffgarden@gmail.com

Website — Gerard Nimis — GerardNimis@gmail.com

Volunteer offers to help, including service on the Board, and to write newsletter articles are welcomed!

Disclaimer: While the information and recommendations herein are believed to be correct and accurate, neither the
authors, editor nor the Tallahassee Area Rose Society can accept responsibility for errors or omissions that may be made.
The Society makes no warranty expressed or implied with respect to the material herein.



nasseq Tallahassee Area Rose Society 2025 Membership

3
N
&5 7
‘ ® Member Name
foT]

Joint Member Name

Address

City State Zip Code +4

Telephone

Home Cell Work

E-Mail

Member Joint Member

Tallahassee Area Rose Society Membership

Annual Individual ($15.00)
Annual Joint ($20.00)
Postal Mail Copy of Newsletter (510.00)
Donation to TARS (Optional)

American Rose Society

Annual Individual, Print Copy of the Magazine $77.50

Annual Individual, Digital Copy $57.50
Tallahassee Area Rose Society The American Rose Society
2105 Miller Landing Road P. 0. Box 30,000
Tallahassee, FL 32312-9000 Shreveport, LA 71130-0030

The Tallahassee Area Rose Society and the American Rose Society are 501c(3) nonprofit organizations. Your donation may be tax
deductible under the law.

You may write one check for membership to both to the Tallahassee Area Rose Society
and for your American Rose Society Membership.
The amount for your American Rose Society membership will be forwarded.
If you have questions, please call 240-281-4352.



