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April, 2025

If you haven’t already done so, be sure to pay your MEMBERSHIP DUES
for the Tallahassee Area Rose Society for 2025
Annual dues are only $15 for an individual membership ($20 for a Joint Membership)

To get a copy of the newsletter mailed to you via the US Postal Service, you need to be up to date on paying
your TARS Membership and to include an extra $10 to help with printing and postage costs.

Dues can be paid at the meetings or mailed to the address given

on the Membership Form (Found at the end of this newsletter)

MEETINGS AND EVENTS
Everyone is invited to attend the meetings of the Tallahassee Area Rose Society
If you want to attend virtually via Zoom, let Janet know at least 3 days in advance by texting to 240 281-4352
Tallahassee Area Rose Society — Thursday, April 3, 2025, 5:30 pm
Community Room of the Eastside Branch Library
1583 Pedrick Road, Tallahassee
Come at 5:30 pm for Special Refreshments Provided by Marion and Gerard Nimis
At 6:00, Maxheimer of the Thomasville Rose Society will present a Program on:
Arrangements, How to Design Them, and How to Enter Them in Rose Shows

A business meeting will follow the program.



This rose, named OId Blush, started blooming in TARS VP Cheryl’s garden in early March. It is an old favorite of Cheryl.
It was brought to this country in 1751 by English settlers, before the Revolutionary War.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
April, 2025

Spring is most certainly here, with all its beautiful glory. | still have a few dogwoods, and they are in full bloom. Their days
most likely are limited by spreading infections of anthracnose, powdery mildew, and by a host of other problems that
have killed these beautiful, smaller trees throughout the country. Azaleas, both native and Asian varieties, are also in full
bloom. My little “found” tree, probably a hogwood, also is blooming, as are the redbud trees and the crabapples. A few
of my roses, especially the tiny Rouletii, the decorative hybrid tea Gypsy Soul, and the huge Reve d’Or, bloomed
sporadically throughout the winter. Reve d’Or, one of my favorites, has lovely, soft yellow double blossoms and is disease
resistant. The bush is large enough to provide a home for nesting birds.

Early bloomers are now being joined by the beautiful Safrano, rescued from the late Ann Stevens’ garden; by the old
favorite, Louis Philippe; and by the fortuitous Fortuniana. Louis Philippe, also known as the cracker rose, dates back to
1834, and it certainly has passed the test of time. It’s a good-sized but not huge bush with only a few prickles, and it is
very disease resistant. Fortuniana dates back to 1850 and appears to be a natural hybrid of R. banksiae and R. Laevigata.
This is one tough rose, so tough and dependable that it is considered to be the best rootstock for grafted roses in our
area. My own Fortuniana bush arose from a stem that had grown from a grafted rootstock. | removed the stem, put it
into a bottle containing water, and promptly forgot about it. A few weeks later, it had a mass of roots, and it's now a huge
plant in my garden, measuring at least 10 feet across. The Fortuniana flower is lovely; too bad that it blooms only once
per year.

Have you been on Facebook (aka Meta) lately? The Tallahassee Area Rose Society (TARS) seems to have two Facebook
pages, one listed as the Tallahassee Rose Society, and one listed as the Tallahassee Area Rose Society. | hope you will get



a chance to visit both, and maybe even send me or Paul Watson photos or other information to post there. Both pages
currently show a photo from Cheryl Gifford of an old favorite rose of hers named Old Blush that is blooming now. When
on Facebook, you also will find a gorgeous video prepared by Teresa and Paul Watson that shows several lovely roses.

Our nearby sister society, the Thomasville Rose Society, will hold its annual major rose show on April 25-26, and | really
hope that a lot of TARS members will participate. This show is a great chance to show off our spring roses and our talents
in making beautiful arrangements and photographs. Joanne Maxheimer, Co-President of the Thomasville Rose Society
and a chair of the Thomasville show, will come to the next meeting of our Tallahassee Area Rose Society on April 3 to talk
about making beautiful arrangements and how to enter them in the show. We will meet in the Community Room of the
Eastside Branch Library, located at 1583 Pedrick Road in Tallahassee on Thursday, April 3rd. The meeting will start at 5:30
pm with delicious refreshments provided by Marion and Gerard Nimis, and then Joanne’s presentation will start at 6:00
pm. Please come to the meeting to show Joanne your support while learning a whole bunch of new rose tricks. The
business meeting will start immediately after Joanne’s presentation, and anyone interested can stay to attend. A big topic
of the business meeting will be preparations for our show, planned for October 25-26, 2025. We'll wrap everything up by
7:30 pm.

Two activities are planned for May. The first is our annual picnic, scheduled for Sunday afternoon, May 4, starting at 2:00
pm at my home. Please mark your calendar; more information will be provided as we get closer to the date. | will provide
a few dishes on a Cuban theme. Do plan to come, and to add to the fun by bringing your family and a dish to share.

The second May event will be on Saturday May 10, at the annual IFAS Open House and Master Gardener Plant Sale, at
the Tallahassee Extension office located at 615 Paul Russell Road. We have been invited to have a table there
representing TARS. | will be there to greet visitors, and | hope that you and several other TARS members will come, too.
This is an excellent opportunity to meet other potential rose gardeners, and the plant sale is an incredible opportunity to
purchase plants, many of which are somewhat unusual, in the Master Gardener Plant Sale. Please let me know if you can
help at the table.

Meanwhile, | hope to see you this coming Thursday, April 3™, at 5:30 pm and the Eastside Branch Library on Pedrick
Road.

Janet

MINUTES OF THE MARCH 6, 2025 MEETING
By Teresa Watson
Place: Pedrick Library

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 PM
There were 7 members in attendance.
The Program was presented by Paul Watson on:
Non-Chemical Disease Management in Roses
The Joy of Fertigation
The Program was started at 6:10 PM and ended 7:08 PM
Business Meeting:
. Social outreach -- We need more FB postings!
. Next Meeting Thursday, April 3, 2025 — Pedrick Library
. Picnic at Janet’s on Sunday, May 4



. Summer break in June and July, back for August

. o Cheryl Gifford will supply refreshments
o Mary Lou will be writing article for TARS Notes Newsletter
ANNOUNCEMENTS
. Update on Rose show “Falling for Roses” plans for Oct. 24-26, 2025

Cheryl is coming up with a way to split up the tasks: Everyone needs to help out.
Ed has started reworking program for the coming Rose Show
No response yet from the Conner Center about reservation

. TARS Notes Newsletter articles for the April issue are due by March 20; articles for the May issue are due
by April 17.

. Cheryl Gifford will write an article for the May newsletter

. Refreshments for the April 6 Meeting — Gerard and Marion Nimis

Recent and upcoming activities
. Possible field trip in conjunction with the Pensacola Rose Society in May

. Leanna won the door prize.

The Business Meeting ended at 7:38 pm.

Griffith Buck and his vision of roses for the people

By Paul Watson

Griffith J. Buck (1915-1991) was an American horticulturist, professor, and renowned rose breeder who left a lasting
legacy in the world of roses. Born in Cincinnati, Ohio, Buck developed an early passion for roses during his high school
years in Rockford, Illinois. This interest was sparked by a school assignment that led him to correspond with Pedro Dot, a
prominent Spanish rose breeder. Through Dot’s niece, Maria Antonia, Buck received mentorship in rose hybridization,
igniting a lifelong fascination with the craft.

After graduating high school in 1932, Buck briefly worked as a teacher in Ohio and lowa following the completion of a
teaching certificate. His career path shifted during World War Il when he served in the U.S. Army’s 13th Airborne
Division as a paratrooper and teacher in the European Theater. Post-war, he pursued higher education at lowa State
University (ISU), earning a B.S. in 1948, an M.S. in 1949, and a Ph.D. in 1953 in Horticulture and Microbiology. He then
joined the faculty at ISU, where he taught and conducted research until his retirement in 1985.

Buck’s most significant contribution was his rose breeding program, which he began in 1948 at ISU. His goal was to
create roses that combined the beauty of cultivated varieties with the hardiness and disease resistance of wild species,
particularly suited to the harsh Midwestern climate. At the time, hybrid tea roses—prized for their repeat blooming and
elegant form—were prone to diseases and couldn’t survive extreme cold without protection. Meanwhile, wild roses
were tough but bloomed only once a year in limited colors. Buck sought to bridge this gap.

He started with hardy stock like Rosa laxa ‘Semipalatinsk’ from Siberia, provided by his colleague Neils Hanson, and later
incorporated hybrids from German breeder Wilhelm Kordes. Buck’s approach was rigorous: he grew seedlings in a
greenhouse for a year, then planted them outdoors without winter protection or chemical treatments. If a rose couldn’t
withstand lowa’s brutal winters (down to -20°F) or resist disease naturally, it didn’t make the cut. This method resulted



in over 80 named cultivars—commonly known as “Buck roses” —celebrated for their cold hardiness, disease resistance,
and low-maintenance qualities. My personal experience with the varieties | have grown is that they are hit and miss but
the hits are beyond hits, they are stars.

Notable Buck roses include ‘Distant Drums,” with its striking apricot-pink blooms, and ‘Carefree Beauty,” a popular pink
shrub rose (also known as ‘Katy Road Pink’). Other favorites are ‘Earth Song,’” a fragrant grandiflora, and ‘Quietness, a
pale pink beauty. Folksinger a child of Carefree beauty and one of Kordes finest creations, Sunsprite represents Buck's
vision exceptionally well.

His roses often featured unique colors and forms, and many bloom continuously through the season. Buck rarely
patented his creations—only five were patented during his lifetime—and frequently gave them away to friends and
fellow gardeners, reflecting his generosity and passion over commercial gain. | knew he was a man cut from a similar
cloth to my own when | read “If you asked him what his favorite rose was, Dad would always say ‘Whichever one I’'m
looking at!” “, shared Mary Buck. “He wasn’t overprotective of his roses either. You can’t be overprotective if you want
people to enjoy beauty. He wanted them to be given away for others to enjoy. | never saw him be miserly.” He would
often help friends struggling with roses by telling them they were “just not growing the right one!”.

He gave away many of the roses he hybridized. This generous spirit is what has saved his roses. After his retirement,
many of Buck’s roses, which remained on the campus, were tragically lost. However, one by one his varieties have been
saved by friends and others who were the recipients of his gifted roses, returning cuttings to the university. Today, only
six varieties have been lost.

Beyond roses, Buck hybridized geraniums and heliotrope, but his rose work earned him widespread recognition. He was
a 55-year member of the American Rose Society, received numerous awards, and inspired the Griffith Buck Memorial
Rose Trophy, established in 1997. His legacy endures in collections like the Griffith Buck Garden at ISU’s Reiman
Gardens, as well as at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum and other sites. Buck passed away on March 28, 1991, but
his roses remain a testament to his vision of beauty that thrives with minimal fuss, especially for gardeners in
challenging climates.

CONSULTING ROSARIAN COLUMN: APRIL ROSE CARE
By Janet Newburgh

By now, you probably have finished whatever heavy pruning that you were planning to do on your roses. At this point,
you probably will want to limit your pruning to dead or diseased stems, crossing stems, and removing spent blossoms,
deadheading to stimulate the bush to produce more flowers. To deadhead, cut the dead blossom off down to just above
the first set of five leaflets. If you did not do much pruning on your once-blooming roses, you probably will want to do
this now, to keep the bushes at a reasonable size. You also may want to do some pruning of your roses to give the plants
a pleasing appearance.

In the past, many rosarians said that if you wanted to grow beautiful roses, you would have to spray. These days of
heightened environmental awareness and with new, more resistant varieties and improved cultural practices, there
seems to be a move away from doing a lot of spraying. You certainly can minimize the need for chemical intervention by
being vigilant as to what is going on in your garden. For example, damage caused by mites or aphids can be reduced by
washing down the plant with a vigorous stream of water. Regular monitoring of my miniature roses and, when necessary,
spritzing them using a spray bottle filled with soapy water (one tablespoon of dish detergent per gallon of water) keeps
mites under control. Very specific biological control agents are available for some pests. Some of these agents appear
naturally in the garden, and others can be purchased.



Damage caused by many of the larger insects can be controlled by judicious use of your pruners on the offenders. You
may recall from past columns that large grasshoppers called Florida lubbers (and other names) often do a lot of damage
in my garden. These critters tend to be very slow and unaware of my approach with my pruners, making their dispatch all
the more satisfying.

Fungal diseases, particularly black spot and botrytis, can be problematic in this area of high summer humidity. You can
minimize fungal problems by making sure to water judiciously so that leaves and stems do not stay wet for more than
about six hours, and by using gardening and pruning approaches than enhance air circulation around and through your
rose plants. Keeping your garden clean also helps, especially by removing the petals of spent blooms that could invite
botrytis spores.

| personally do almost no spraying, but | do make use of granular or liquid products such as Bio-Advanced All-In-One
when necessary. These products contain fertilizer, as well as products for insect and disease control, but you may need to
add additional fertilizer for your roses to do their best. How much fertilizer to use? Do a soil test to find out what your
roses need, and whether the soil pH is in the proper range, ideal being a bit on the acid side (pH 6.0-6.5).

Happy gardening to you!

TARS BOARD AND OFFICERS

President — Janet Newburgh — JanNewburgh@gmail.com

Vice-President — Cheryl Gifford — Giffgarden@gmail.com

Secretary — Teresa Watson — WatsonTeresa@gmail.com

Treasurer — Gerard Nimis — GerardNimis@gmail.com

Board Member — Marion Nimis — Marion@statistix.com

Board Member — Paul Watson

Board Member — Vacant

TARS CONTACTS

Meeting Coordinator — Martha Dooley — DooleyMB@icloud.com

Programs — LeAnna Willison — Aylabiology@gmail.com

Paul Watson — Watsonsroses@gmail.com

Social Media — Ginger Benjamin — Ginger Sells@yahoo.com

Rose Show — Cheryl Gifford — Giffgarden@gmail.com

Website — Gerard Nimis — GerardNimis@gmail.com

Volunteer offers to help, including service on the Board, and to write newsletter articles are welcomed!

Disclaimer: While the information and recommendations herein are believed to be correct and accurate, neither the
authors, editor nor the Tallahassee Area Rose Society can accept responsibility for errors or omissions that may be made.
The Society makes no warranty expressed or implied with respect to the material herein.
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Tallahassee Area Rose Society Membership

Annual Individual ($15.00)
Annual Joint ($20.00)
Postal Mail Copy of Newsletter (510.00)
Donation to TARS (Optional)

American Rose Society

Annual Individual, Print Copy of the Magazine $77.50

Annual Individual, Digital Copy $57.50
Tallahassee Area Rose Society The American Rose Society
2105 Miller Landing Road P. 0. Box 30,000
Tallahassee, FL 32312-9000 Shreveport, LA 71130-0030

The Tallahassee Area Rose Society and the American Rose Society are 501c(3) nonprofit organizations. Your donation may be tax
deductible under the law.

You may write one check for membership to both to the Tallahassee Area Rose Society
and for your American Rose Society Membership.
The amount for your American Rose Society membership will be forwarded.
If you have questions, please call 240-281-4352.



