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From the Tallahassee Area Rose Society (TARS)
Affiliated with the American Rose Society

May, 2025

Annual dues for the Tallahassee Area Rose Society
are only $15 for an individual membership ($20 for a Joint Membership)

To get a copy of the newsletter mailed to you via the US Postal Service, you need to be up to date on paying
your TARS Membership and to include an extra $10 to help with printing and postage costs.

Dues can be paid at the meetings or mailed to the address

on the Membership Form (Found at the end of this newsletter)

MEETINGS AND EVENTS

FIELD TRIP TO THE DOTHAN BOTANICAL GARDEN
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE PENSACOLA ROSE SOCIETY
SATURDAY, MAY 3, 2025
If you would like to go on this field trip, please let me know

By email at JanNewburgh@gmail.com or text to 240 281-4352

PICNIC AT JANET’S HOME
SUNDAY, MAY 4, STARTING AT 2 PM - YOU ARE INVITED!!

| WILL PROVIDE FOOD WITH A CUBAN THEME
BRING FAMILY, FRIENDS, AND A DISH OF YOUR CHOICE TO SHARE

RSVP TO: JanNewburgh@gmail.com or TEXT TO: 240 281-4352

ADDRESS: 14354 SADDLE ROPE TRAIL, TALLAHASSEE 32305

DIRECTIONS TO MY HOME FROM MONROE STREET ARE GIVEN BELOW



TALLAHASSEE AREA ROSE SOCIETY TABLE AT THE IFAS OPEN HOUSE AND
MASTER GARDENER PLANT SALE — SATURDAY, MAY 10,9 AM - NOON
LET ME KNOW IF YOU CAN COME AND HELP GREET POTENTIAL TARS MEMBERS

RSVP BY EMAIL TO JanNewburgh@gmail.com or PHONE or TEXT to 240 281-4352

THE TALLAHASSEE AREA ROSE SOCIETY DOES NOT MEET IN JUNE OR JULY.

OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 7, 2025 STARTING AT 5:30 PM.

MAY CELEBRATION AT THE NEWBURGH HOME
Sunday, May 4, 2024 - 2:00 pm - ??
14354 Saddle Rope Trail, Tallahassee 32305 — in the Tallahassee Ranch Club
Directions from Monroe Street
Go south on Monroe Street. Near Capital Circle, it becomes the Woodville Highway.
Continue south on the Woodville Highway. Go approximately 4.6 miles past Capital Circle.
Look for the Woodville school on your left, Ace Hardware on the right.

Turn left onto Natural Bridge Road (the street just past the school) and go about 7.2 miles
Look for the Tallahassee Ranch Club (TRC) Gate on your right, on Natural Bridge Road
Use the TRC keypad to gain access to the Ranch Club
The Gate Code for this event is #7148 on the key pad (and you need the # not the *)
Once inside the Ranch Club, go about % mile to the circle
Take the first exit onto Ranch Club Road and go about 1.4 miles
Turn left onto the third street, which is Saddle Rope Trail
Our house — 14354 Saddle Rope Trail—is the first one on the right. Look for our mailbox.
Park anywhere on the pavement, but please don’t drive on the grass, because of the irrigation system

If you are following a GPS, that will lead you about % mile past our house!!

If you need to contact me, please call or text 240 281-4352
There are, of course, other ways to get to our house.

If a different route would be more convenient for you, let me know if you need help with that.



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
May, 2025 - Janet Newburgh

It’s always so nice to get together at the TARS meetings, to socialize with good friends, to learn more about our favorite
flower, and to have some fun. For our April meeting, Joanne Maxheimer drove down from Thomasville with a friend to
demonstrate a couple of simple but beautiful styles for arranging roses, and then we all got a chance to try our hands at
parallel designs. Teresa captured lots of photos of the amazing arrangements that we were able to do, which are shown
below. Thank you, Teresa! The workshop was particularly fun since most of us probably have had little or no experience
with real flower arranging.

For my first time, a few days ago, | participated as an exhibitor in the rose show that is held in downtown Thomasville
each year. | somehow drummed up the courage to enter two arrangements—a standard line arrangement made up of
some lovely pink Savannah roses from my garden, and an East Asian arrangement making use of orange Warms My Heart
miniature roses that also were blooming at the time. The Savannahs won a red ribbon, and the Warms My Hearts
received a yellow one, but the best part of the experience was breaking the ice on trying a new skill and some new
designs in a new place.

Attendance and participation in that show brought several great experiences. In arranging, | learned so much by seeing
the incredibly beautiful designs made by Jean Stream, who wins national awards. In horticulture, | saw gorgeous roses of
many different types, from huge hybrid teas to beautiful tiny roses in sprays that | had never seen before. | had several
horticultural entries, including some classes that | had never attempted before. The reward was a nice collection of blue,
red, yellow, and white ribbons, but what was even better was the new knowledge gained. I’'m also working on my
photographic skills. The three photos that | entered earned a blue, a red, and a yellow ribbon. | look forward to learning
more about rose photography from others, including our own Cheryl Gifford, Seymour Rosen, and Leanna Willison.
Leanna’s photo won a Princess award in the Thomasville show! I’'m hoping that these three expert photographers will
lead a panel discussion on photography at a future TARS meeting.

As you know, TARS has a rose show coming up—October 25-26, right here in the Conner Center in Tallahassee. Show
Chair and TARS Vice President Cheryl Gifford has more information on that below, especially a call for help for this major
endeavor. In addition to needing help at the show, I’'m hoping to see lots of entries from our members and other local
folks—just jump right in and see what you can do!

May is shaping up to be a busy month. The first activity is a joint field trip to the Dothan Botanical Gardens on Saturday,
May 3, to visit the garden and to attend the rose show that will be held that weekend. This trip is being organized by
Paul Watson, who is President of the Pensacola Rose Society and a member of the TARS Board. | plan to drive to Dothan
that morning, and | welcome passengers—just let me know if you'd like a ride.

The annual spring TARS picnic will be held the very next day, on Sunday afternoon, May 4, starting at 2:00 pm at my
home. The directions for getting here from Monroe Street are included in this newsletter. | will provide a few dishes on a
Cuban theme. Do plan to come, and add to the fun by bringing family, friends, and a dish to share.

Our third May event will be on Saturday May 10, at the annual IFAS Open House and Master Gardener Plant Sale, at the
IFAS Extension office located at 615 Paul Russell Road in Tallahassee, from 9 am till noon. We will have a table there
representing TARS. | will be there to greet visitors, and | hope that you and several other TARS members will join me
there. This is an excellent opportunity to meet other actual or potential rosarians, and the plant sale is an incredible
opportunity to purchase plants, many of which are somewhat unusual. Please let me know if you can help at the table.

Thank you for all that you do. You make all the difference!



MINUTES OF THE MEETING

By Teresa Watson
Date: April 3, 2025 Place: Pedrick Library

Called to order: 6:00PM Meeting Ended: 7:30PM
Program: Joanne Maxheimer — teaching an arrangements class (hands on)

Presentation started: 6:00PM
Line and Parallel arrangements were covered along with filling out the show registration sheet.
Presentation ended: 7:30PM
Business Meeting
Refreshments: Gerard and Marion Nimis
TARS Notes Article by Paul Watson
Thomasville Rose show on Friday and Saturday April 25-26.
Hoping to have entries from TARS members.
Next meeting to be held at Janet’s House
Need volunteers to help Cheryl with the Rose Show.

Field trip to Dothan Botanical Gardens will be held May 3. This is the weekend for their Rose Show
which will be held at the Botanical Gardens.



A MINUTE WITH VICE PRESIDENT CHERYL GIFFORD

It is so wonderful to have springtime in North Florida again. My roses are coming back from their winter sleep, as well as
the early spring trimming. Beautiful new growth and blooms are arriving daily. But it is also the time of year for my
never ending work in the garden to strive for the perfect garden, that will never completely happen. All the trimming



back has been completed except for my two variety of Lady Banks; Rosa banksiae banksiae, and Rosa banksiae lutea.
Both are long and gangly after their blooming finished about two weeks ago. They look like they are having an extreme
BAD HAIR day, going EVERY direction possible. It will no doubt take a while to train them to their trellis for next spring,
as their growth can rapidly get out of control. (I can see why Lady Banks is the world's largest rose.) | am very grateful
for my husband's help in dead heading, weeding, mulching, watering and fertilizing with me. As soon as one part is
finished another part needs work. Having a beautiful garden takes work, but the beauty is so enjoyable. With the
Thomasville Rose Show nearly upon us, (as | am writing) | am hoping for some beautiful blooms to enter. Hopefully you
will also be able to get to the Rose Show with your roses, arrangements and photos -- as it is always an excellent show!

ROSE SHOW PLANS
by CHERYL GIFFORD

Plans are coming along for the TARS Rose Show, on October 25 and 26 called "Falling for Roses". Judges are lined up and
| am working on the design cover for the brochure. Our room arrangement this year will be entirely different at the
Conner Center, but at least we will be able to use the hall for displaying our roses. Our preparation room for setting up
and arranging our roses for judging, is not being allowed to us this year, so we must use part of our display hall for set up.
It will be a BIG inconvenient but that is the situation, and we are hoping for the best. | will be working with the Conner
Center to hopefully have them set up many tables before we arrive for set up on Friday, the 24th. | am not certain at the
amount of tables they can set up as yet, to be less stressful for our set up volunteer workers.

| am asking for your help in gift donations. If you have any vases or glassware in good shape, (old, antique, or new) that
you no longer want or possibly won at a previous rose show please consider donating to us. This is the time of year that |
work on gifts and your donation is always appreciated. | can stop by to get your donation or take it to the May Picnic and
| thank you for your donation.

Early this summer, | will be trying to line up volunteers for the show. If you are able to help at the show, it would be
greatly appreciated. Even a little job is a HUGE HELP to me, | sincerely mean that. The job that | don't know much about,
is Publicity. This field is changing rapidly, and we need to get the word out about the show besides the newspaper. Few
people read the paper anymore, so radio, TV, or Social Media is probably the way to go. If anyone know how to help
there, please talk with me, so it can be done.

All for now.
CONSULTING ROSARIAN COLUMN: MAY ROSE CARE
By Janet Newburgh

Quite suddenly, our North Florida weather has really warmed up. Along with that, there generally is very little rain this
time of year until summer rains begin, so take a look, every day if possible, to see if your roses and other plants are
thirsty. This is particularly important for recent plantings, as they probably do not yet have extensive root systems. Your
plants probably will also enjoy a little food occasionally, but be sure to water your plants before applying fertilizer. Adding
fertilizer to a situation that already is dry will just further desiccate your plants. Any watering should be done early
enough in the day that the upper parts of the plant dry before nighttime; water left on the upper parts of plants for as
long as 6 hours can lead to black spot, botrytis, and other fungal diseases for which prevention is much more effective
than treatment.

Hopefully, your roses are producing a lot of beautiful blooms this time of year. It is important to remove spent or
damaged blossoms promptly, both to encourage your roses to produce further blooms and also to minimize fungal
problems. In particular, watch out for botrytis, the plant pathogen and fungus mentioned above that can quickly turn a



beautiful flower into something resembling a dirty, wet dish rag. Any plant material infected with botrytis should be cut
off the plant and placed in the trash, NOT in the compost pile. Cleanliness in the garden and proper care in watering
matter!.

Along with our beautiful plants, insects are also waking up to the warmer weather. | try to be very selective in my use of
insecticides in order to not harm beneficials. Among the bad bugs are assorted kinds of thrips. They are very tiny but can
really spoil a beautiful flower. | watch out for them and either remove or spray flower buds that show signs of thrip
damage.

Hopefully, your garden is not being invaded like mine, by young Florida lubber grasshoppers. I'm seeing whole armies of
them! At this point, they are only about an inch long, black with a lengthwise striping along their back. They tend to be
very slow and lazy; | can dispatch a lot of them with my pruners, by squishing them with my gloved hands, or by
stomping on them. Left on their own, these guys will grow to three inches long or longer, so they have voracious
appetites. That makes dispatching them when they are young that much more important.

Meanwhile, onward and upward, and happy gardening to you!

TARS BOARD AND OFFICERS

President — Janet Newburgh — JanNewburgh@gmail.com

Vice-President — Cheryl Gifford — Giffgarden@gmail.com

Secretary — Teresa Watson — WatsonTeresa@gmail.com

Treasurer — Gerard Nimis — GerardNimis@gmail.com

Board Member — Marion Nimis — Marion@statistix.com

Board Member — Paul Watson

Board Member — Vacant

TARS CONTACTS

Meeting Coordinator — Martha Dooley — DooleyMB@icloud.com

Programs — LeAnna Willison — Aylabiology@gmail.com

Paul Watson — Watsonsroses@gmail.com

Social Media — Ginger Benjamin — Ginger Sells@yahoo.com

Rose Show — Cheryl Gifford — Giffgarden@gmail.com

Website — Gerard Nimis — GerardNimis@gmail.com

Volunteer offers to help, including service on the Board, and to write newsletter articles are welcomed!

Disclaimer: While the information and recommendations herein are believed to be correct and accurate, neither the
authors, editor nor the Tallahassee Area Rose Society can accept responsibility for errors or omissions that may be made.
The Society makes no warranty expressed or implied with respect to the material herein.
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Tallahassee Area Rose Society Membership

Annual Individual ($15.00)
Annual Joint ($20.00)
Postal Mail Copy of Newsletter (510.00)
Donation to TARS (Optional)

American Rose Society

Annual Individual, Print Copy of the Magazine $77.50

Annual Individual, Digital Copy $57.50
Tallahassee Area Rose Society The American Rose Society
2105 Miller Landing Road P. 0. Box 30,000
Tallahassee, FL 32312-9000 Shreveport, LA 71130-0030

The Tallahassee Area Rose Society and the American Rose Society are 501c(3) nonprofit organizations. Your donation may be tax
deductible under the law.

You may write one check for membership to both to the Tallahassee Area Rose Society
and for your American Rose Society Membership.
The amount for your American Rose Society membership will be forwarded.
If you have questions, please call 240-281-4352.



