
 

 

TARS NOTES  
From the Tallahassee Area Rose Society (TARS) 

Affiliated with the American Rose Society 

August, 2025 

 

Annual dues for the Tallahassee Area Rose Society  

are only $15 for an individual membership ($20 for a Joint Membership) 

To get a copy of the newsle$er mailed to you via the US Postal Service, you need to be up to date on paying 

your TARS Membership and to include an extra $10 to help with prin)ng and postage costs. 

Dues can be paid at the mee)ngs or mailed to the address  

on the Membership Form (Found at the end of this newsle$er) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

NEXT MEETING - THURSDAY, AUGUST 7, 2025 STARTING AT 5:30 PM. 

COMMUNITY ROOM OF THE EASTSIDE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

LOCATED AT 1583 PEDRICK ROAD, TALLAHASSEE 

 

SEPTEMBER MEETING – THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2025  

COMMUNITY ROOM OF THE EASTSIDE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

LOCATED AT 1583 PEDRICK ROAD, TALLAHASSEE 

 

OCTOBER MEETING – THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2025 

LEON COUNTY MAIN LIBRARY, MEETING ROOM B 

MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE LIBRARY ACCESSED FROM 

THE LIBRARY PARKING LOT AT CALL STREET AND DUVAL STREET 

TAKE STEPS OR ELEVATOR UP ONE FLOOR AND GO LEFT DOWN THE HALLWAY 



 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

As our regular summer break ends, the Tallahassee Area Rose Society will meet on Thursday, August 7, 2025, in the 

Community Room of the Eastside Branch Library, located at 1583 Pedrick Road in Tallahassee. We will convene at 5:30 

pm for a social ,me and to exchange informa,on intended to be of par,cular interest to those new to growing roses, 

and to those with ques,ons about growing roses. Be sure to come, and bring friends who might be interested in growing 

roses.  

Our regular program for the evening will start at approximately 6:00 pm. For this program, you are invited to bring a rose 

of your choice and to tell the group about it, how you acquired it, its growth condi,ons and habits, and what you like 

and/or dislike about it. The rose that you bring doesn’t have to come from your own garden, and you can bring more 

than one rose if you wish.  

I also hope to put together a rose-related, fun game for the evening. There will be a random door prize and a prize for 

the person winning the rose game. If there is interest, we can set up a Zoom link to enable mee,ng par,cipa,on 

remotely. If you want to par,cipate by Zoom, please let me know by text, to 240 281-4352, by Monday, August 4. I look 

forward to seeing you at the mee,ng, in person or virtually. 

A lot has happened since our last mee,ng in the spring. The most significant of the events was the very painful decision 

made by the TARS Board of Directors to cancel its rose show for 2025. Quite a bit of effort had already gone into show 

prepara,on. Cheryl Gifford, the Show Chair, had worked par,cularly hard in preparing for the show, securing the show 

judges, developing a name for the show, artwork for the schedule and poster, as well as a new floor plan that had to be 

modified from previous years because we would not have use of the atrium where people prepared their exhibits in past 

years. The biggest problem was that we just didn’t have enough people who commiAed to helping with the huge amount 

of work that goes into puBng on a show. A related problem was the limited number of people had been entering roses, 

arrangements, or photographs in our annual show, or who came as spectators to see the show. All these issues were 

considered in the decision to cancel this year’s show. Whether we can go back to holding rose shows will depend on the 

level of involvement of enough people to share the work load and to show off their roses.   

The Board also discussed the very future of TARS and noted the limited par,cipa,on in many TARS events, even in field 

trips to other rose shows and gardens, and in social gatherings intended to facilitate camaraderie among our members 

and to share rose informa,on. Board members expressed mixed opinions on what TARS should do going forward. 

Overall, we decided to con,nue TARS as long as its ac,vi,es seem to be worthwhile to enough people, and that we have 

reasonable numbers of people aAending the mee,ngs. Hence, it clearly is very important for you, our members, to 

express your ideas about TARS, whether there are ways to increase its value and importance to you. 

For the growing number of people who do not like to have to spray roses, I would like to draw your aAen,on to a lovely 

ar,cle later in this issue by long-,me TARS member, Mary Lou Chenevert. Mary Lou shares her journey in learning about 

and growing roses. She has a lot to offer to all of us rose lovers, especially about the value of older, beau,ful roses who 

have passed the test of ,me.   

Janet 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MAY 4, 2025 

The last mee,ng of the Tallahassee Area Rose Society before the summer break was a picnic on Sunday, May 4, 2025, in 

the home of TARS President Janet Newburgh. Since the intent of this mee,ng was a relaxed, social ,me, no minutes 

were recorded. 



 

 

 

OLD GARDEN ROSES and SHRUB ROSES – EASY PEASY 

By Mary Lou Chenevert 

 

Growing up on the west coast of central Florida surrounded by orange groves, my parents grew many kinds of trees and 

plants beside citrus, orchids in a greenhouse being my mother’s passion, but roses weren’t among them, except for one 

big rose bush in her Agapanthus lily bed, “Cecile Brunner”  (Polyantha, intro 1881), “the Sweetheart Rose” that she’d 

goAen from her mother, my grandmother, who lived down the road from us in the orange grove they’d homesteaded in 

the late 1800s. Even as a child I loved its sweet liAle perfect pink flowers. It was queen of the flower bed, needing no 

care that I remember except to trim it back occasionally.  

Flash forward to Tallahassee in the 1980s where I’d seAled to work for the state. I would take walks at lunch where I 

discovered a row of rose bushes on Meridian Street behind the Game and Fish building, as it was called then, with preAy 

liAle red roses with a delicious scent. I took cuBngs, not knowing what it was, rooted them, calling it my “Meridian 

Street rose”, and gave them away. Then, at some point, my mother and I looked it up in a rose book and we discovered 

that it was actually “Louis Philippe” (China, intro 1834), also known as “the Cracker Rose”. That really started my love 

affair with old roses. I was astonished to learn that rose descendants could s,ll be around from that long ago, having 

survived for hundreds of years of being cul,vated by people, some of them in old cemeteries and homesteads, long 

abandoned and neglected, but s,ll surviving. That led to the library with books on found roses, how to find them, where 

to look for them, all kinds of roses with beau,ful photos and intriguing descrip,ons. At the ,me I thought these are the 

roses for me and when a friend and I traveled up in Georgia one spring and I saw a cascade of pink roses on the fence 

rows beside the country roads, we had to stop the car so I could take cuBngs which I also rooted. I learned that it was 

called “Seven Sisters” (Hybrid Mul,flora, intro 1817) and I planted a bush out at my mailbox in Lake Tallavana where it 

bloomed beau,fully every spring for the years we lived there.  I tried to keep it trimmed back, but aKer we leK there I 

realized that the mailman probably hated it for 6 years, but as long as I could open the box, I enjoyed seeing it there.  

There were too many trees in our yard to really have many roses, but near the house there was enough sun to plant a 

“Golden Showers” (Climbing rose, intro 1957) on a trellis which also thrived. 

 Then aKer I moved to my current house in Leon County, and a friend gave me an old catalog from the An,que Rose 

Emporium in Texas, I pored over all the roses listed with some pictured, and phoned them up and began a rose garden of 

sorts in earnest. There had been a small rose bed planted by the original owners but all those roses died away except 

one which I loved and determined to be “Crimson Glory” ( Hybrid Tea, intro 1935). It lasted for several years, and I tried 

growing other Hybrid Teas and Floribundas, but they needed spraying for blackspot and didn’t last very long, so I was 

already supplan,ng them with old roses from the An,que Rose Emporium that seemed hardier. These included 

“Sombreuil” (Climbing Tea, into 1850), which had pale, flat quartered flowers with a lovely scent which I also grew on a 

trellis near my new house; “Marie Pavie”, (Polyantha, intro 1888); and since I’d read about Empress Josephine and all her 

roses at her estate that Napoleon gave her, Malmaison, I had to have a “Souvenir de la Malmaison” (Bourbon, intro 

1843) named in her honor. I also ordered a “White Pet”, (Polyantha, intro 1879) which I planted on the south side of the 

house near the carport which I am happy to say is s,ll there and blooms all the ,me with liAle pinkish buds turning into 

white flowers, not good for cuBng as they shaAer, but it is my oldest surviving rose ever, for decades, and I love it for 

that reason! I also bought a “Clo,lde Soupert” (Polyantha, intro 1890) which has been another long-las,ng rose that 

blooms con,nuously and dependably even through the hot summer aKer a short break, and is another all-,me favorite. 

Then, about 15 years ago, a friend gave me a rose she had in her garden and didn’t want (imagine that!), an “Abraham 

Darby” (Shrub, intro 1990) which I s,ll have. There were other roses that came and went, but when I re,red 11 years 

ago, I had more ,me and really went wild with old roses, going to Goodwood every Friday or Saturday, where I met some 

of the helpful members of the TARS group, and loading up my liAle sta,on wagon with all kinds of wonderful, 



 

 

inexpensive roses. What fun! I had acquired a book I’d read about somewhere called The Organic Rose Garden by Liz 

DruiA (copyright 1996), which has been invaluable as a reference (every rose I’ve men,oned in this ar,cle has been in 

there) plus a friend gave me another book at that ,me which I use as a backup for reference called Roses for the South 

by William C. Welch (copyright 1990, 2004).   

I could go on and on about all the fabulous roses I got from Goodwood for several years, many of which I s,ll have, such 

as “Bishop Darlington”, “Mrs. BR Cant”,  the Hybrid Musks and Pemberton roses, some of which are Cornelia, Penelope, 

Prosperity, and, of course, “Cecile Brunner”! There are many others since I can’t name them all. But then I also acquired 

some volunteers from friends such as the “Chestnut Rose” (Species, intro before 1814), “Cherokee Rose” (Species, intro 

1759), and “Peggy Mar,n” (a found rose aKer Hurricane Katrina in 2005). I think what I love most about old roses and 

shrub roses, besides their heritage, is their reliable blooming, even if only once a year, and low maintenance since I 

mostly only pick off a few leaves with beginning blackspot and remove insects or caterpillars by hand (with gloves, of 

course!), rarely having to spray.  

I will admit to having succumbed to buying a few Hybrid Teas of late when the opportunity presented itself at the Rose 

Forum last year and the Rose Workshop this year because I couldn’t resist the gorgeous flowers I saw, but I usually do not 

seek out the Hybrid Teas anymore because the Old Garden Roses and Shrub roses are my mainstays and I enjoy them 

with their history, and beau,ful flowers of all forms, petal shapes, and colors. Learning about and growing these older 

roses has been a rewarding odyssey and adventure, and I am very glad that they are s,ll with us today! 

  

 

CONSULTING ROSARIAN COLUMN: AUGUST ROSE CARE  

By Janet Newburgh 

This has been a particularly tough summer for roses. I have lost a few plants, but most seem to be surviving and even 

blooming. Just like for us humans, the most important thing that we can do to help our roses get through the summer 

heat is to keep them hydrated. I do most of my watering very early in the morning, but on very hot days when no rain is 

forecast, I frequently give them a water spritz in the early afternoon to cool them down and ensure hydration, making 

sure that leaves, stems, and flowers have time to dry before evening. The magic number for black spot infection seems 

to be at least six hours of moisture on plant tops so, wherever possible, it’s good to give plant tops a chance to dry 

before evening. It is also helpful to dead head your roses as frequently as possible, removing spent or damaged 

blossoms and buds to minimize infections of botrytis, a fungus that can give rose blossoms all the beauty of a dirty, wet 

dish rag. While you are at it, try to clean up any black-spot-infected leaves, either on the plant or on the ground. These 

measures go a long way to keep your roses blooming beautifully into the fall. 

                                                

 

  



 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TARS BOARD AND OFFICERS 

President – Janet Newburgh – JanNewburgh@gmail.com 

Vice-President – Cheryl Gifford – Giffgarden@gmail.com 

Secretary – Teresa Watson – WatsonTeresa@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Gerard Nimis – GerardNimis@gmail.com 

Board Member – Marion Nimis – Marion@sta,s,x.com 

Board Member – Paul Watson - watsonsroses@gmail.com 

Board Member – Vacant 

 

TARS CONTACTS 

Mee,ng Coordinator – Martha Dooley – DooleyMB@icloud.com 

Programs – LeAnna Willison – Aylabiology@gmail.com 

Paul Watson – Watsonsroses@gmail.com 

Social Media – Ginger Benjamin – Ginger_Sells@yahoo.com 

Rose Show – Cheryl Gifford – Giffgarden@gmail.com 

Website – Gerard Nimis – GerardNimis@gmail.com 

Volunteer offers to help, including service on the Board, and to write newsleAer ar,cles are welcomed! 

Disclaimer: While the informa,on and recommenda,ons herein are believed to be correct and accurate, neither the 

authors, editor nor the Tallahassee Area Rose Society can accept responsibility for errors or omissions that may be made. 

The Society makes no warranty expressed or implied with respect to the material herein. 

 

  



 

 

 

Tallahassee Area Rose Society 2025 Membership  

  

Member Name ____________________________ 

Joint Member Name ____________________________  

  

Address_______________________________________________________________________________  

  

______________________________________________________________________________________  
  City                                                                           State                                      Zip Code +4  

  

Telephone _____________________________________________________________________________                             
            Home                                        Cell          Work  

  

E-Mail ________________________________________________________________________________  
    Member                                                                     Joint Member        

  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

 

Tallahassee Area Rose Society Membership   

  Annual Individual    ($15.00)  ______________ 

  Annual Joint    ($20.00)  ______________ 

  Postal Mail Copy of NewsleAer  ($10.00)  ______________ 

  Dona,on to TARS    (Op,onal) ______________ 

 

American Rose Society 

              Annual Individual, Print Copy of the Magazine             $77.50               ______________ 

              Annual Individual, Digital Copy               $57.50                  ______________ 

     

   Tallahassee Area Rose Society                                American Rose Society      

    2645 An,etam Trail            P. O. Box 30,000  

    Tallahassee, FL 32312           Shreveport, LA 71130-0030    

    

The Tallahassee Area Rose Society and the American Rose Society are 501c(3) nonprofit organiza,ons. Your dona,on may be tax 

deduc,ble under the law. 

   

You may write one check for membership to both to the Tallahassee Area Rose Society 

and for your American Rose Society Membership. 

The amount for your American Rose Society membership will be forwarded. 

If you have ques,ons, please call 240-281-4352. 

  

 


